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brother 


at yourside 


Innov-is VQ2 Innov-is M380D 


Long arm sewing and quilting machine Sewing and embroidery machine 


Save £300 plus FREE wide table worth £105.99 
• 135 embroidery patterns, plus 65 Disney designs 


The 11%” long arm gives you space to tackle large scale “ 11 embroidery and 4 lettering fonts 
projects with ease, even king-sized quilts. Enjoy flawless, “ 100 x 100mm embroidery area 
creative sewing with 473 built-in stitches and full control “ Colour touchscreen 

via the colour touchscreen. * Advanced needle threader 


HF37 Strong & Tough M3034DWT 


Sewing machine 07 L= Overlock machine 


о 


— 


| = plus FREE machine bag worth £29.99 


• 37 stitches * 3 or 4 thread sew and cut overlock stitches 
* 1 step buttonhole * Differential feed 

* Variable stitch length and width * Free arm flatbed 

* Includes non-stick foot for leathers and PVC * Fast stitching up to 1,300spm 

* Hard case * Wide table included 


Offers valid from 1st to 31st August 2024 from participating UK and NI retailers. 
Offers subject to stock availability. 


[d ajo и 
Follow BrotherSewingUK BrotherSewingCraft code for all 


sewingcraft.brother.eu our latest offers 


FRESH IDEAS WITH FABRIC 


With the summer in full swing, there’s never 
been a better time to don your brightest prints 
and spread positive vibes through your me-made 
wardrobe! From midi ruffle dresses (the High 
Street trend for Summer 2024) to easy-sew boxy 
summer tops and beach cover-ups you can throw 
over anything, we've got you set for the season. If 
youre short on time over the holidays there's 
heaps of small projects to pick up between work, 
day trips, childcare and social engagements. 
‘Transform a plain tee into a summer top with a 
simple macramé technique, personalise a straw 
beach bag with yarn and refashion a pinstripe 
shirt into a bow-front crop top. Whatever you 
sew, don't forget to share your makes with us on 


social media using #simplysewingmag 


WWW.GATHERED.HOW/SIMPLYSEWING #SIMPLYSEWINGMAG 


facebook.com/simplysewingmagazine B twitter.com/simplysewing_ ® pinterest.com/simplysewingmag — instagram.com/simplysewingmag 
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GREAT PROJECTS FOR YOU 


15 PATTERN: SICILY CAPSULE BAG 16 TREND TECHNIQUE: CHIFFON 
20 PATTERN: AURORA COVER UP 73 TEMPLATES: SHELL TOY 
24 SELF DRAFT: HALTERNECK DRESS 77 SEWING GUIDE: TECHNIQUES 
28 PATTERN: THE SALI DRESS AND SEWING GLOSSARY 
38 REFASHION: SHIRT INTO TOP 
=, у = 43 STORY: SUMMER HOLIDAY VIBES 
— » 59 SELF DRAFT: CAMISOLE TOP 1 | 
63 HOME: EASY-SEW BUNTING ` \ ia 
65 ACCESSORY: BUCKET HAT | 
SEWING IS FOR EVERYONE 69 TOY: SHELL AND PEARL PLUSHIE 
At Simply Sewing, we want inclusivity to be at the heart of қ у SS 
what we do. We're committed to creating content that : T т B 4” 4 
reflects and celebrates the diversity of the sewing How cute д cun T ғ F 
community. Sewing is for everyone, regardless of ethnicity, Peark? Sew her amd ее” И” = — 
age, size, ability, sexual orientation or gender identity. We Дел shell on Рё? 


have begun work ona plan to drive meaningful change, 
but we know it’s a work in progress. We want to listen to 
you, our readers. Join the conversation on Instagram 
@simplysewingmag, or get in touch with us at 
simplysewing@ourmedia.co.uk. 


LAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


(Б 
A 
SEW YOUR OWN SHIRT WITH 


WORTH OF PRIZES: 


Win a SEAMS hand cream gift Set and 
Vlieseline® dressmaking products 


Find out more on p14 


6000 READS & IDEAS 


09 PINBOARD: IDEAS, EVENTS, NEW 
FABRIC AND PATTERN RELEASES 

14 WIN SEAMS HAND CREAM AND 
VLIESELINE SEWING PRODUCTS 

22 COLUMN: LAMAZI FABRICS 

34 FEATURE: SAVILE ROW SUITS 

54 PROFILE: CLAIRE-LOUISE HARDIE 

82 MY FAVE THING: MAX HEDINGTON 


l | GREAT SUBS 
| OFFERS! P12 
SAVE TIME, MONEY 
AND HASSLE 
WITH AN ANNUAL 
SUBSCRIPTION 


SCHOOLS QUT! 


It's the summer 
holidays, the sun is 
finally out, and I'm 
fully embracing all 
the colours and 
patterns on offer! The Sali 
Dress (p28) is the perfect 
seasonal sew — echoing the midi 
ruffle dress silhouettes we've 
seen all over the High Street. 
We've got all the holiday 
essentials covered with tutorials 
for a bucket hat (p65), beach 
cover up (p20), and picnic mat 
(p49). Plus, our expert sewing 
pals Patrick Grant and Claire- 
Louise Hardie share tips for 
sewing the perfect Savile Row 
shirt (p34) and cloned camisole 
top (p59) — thanks both! Right, 
I'm off to pack the camping 
gear for our annual family trip 
to the coast. Wish me luck! 


Charlie 


Charlie Moorby, Editor 


* GIFTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. SOME PAPER GIFTS ONLY AVAILABLE ON UK NEWSSTAND. AURORA PATTERN NOT AVAILABLE ON EXPORT COPIES. 
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CONTRIBUTORS 


A huge thank you to this talented lot... 


PATRICK GRANT 
Patrick is a Scottish clothier, businessman and 
television personality – famed for being a judge оп 
The Great British Sewing Bee. Find out what Patrick 
has to say about his latest book Savile Row Suit. 
Find out more on page 34. 


MAX HEDINGTON 
Max started sewing 4 years ago when his then 
partner started running an upholstery business 
(he wanted to find a use for all the excess fabrics!) 
— now he enjoys sewing clothes for loved ones and 
himself. See his favourite make on page 82. 


OTHER CONTRIBUTORS | 
Rachel Avery, Annelise Brant, Ruth Brown, Jessica Entwhistle, New Craft House, Portia Lawrie, 
Jennifer Lynne Humphreys, Michelle Rowley, Charlotte Smith, Sophie Tarrant, 
Angela Umpleby, Rachel Walker and Lucy Ward. 
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LIANA GILLOTT 

Liana was born and brought in the republic of 
Georgia. After graduating she studied marketing in 
the UK and worked as a Consumer Insights Director 
for 15 years, before establishing Lamazi Fabrics with 
her husband James. Read more on page 22. 


Photo: Katie Hyams 


CLAIRE-LOUISE HARDIE 
Claire-Louise aka The Thrifty Stitcher is a former 
Sewing Producer for The Great British Sewing Bee, 
а costumer who has worked all over the world, 
expert sewing teacher and author of Clone Your 
Clothes. Find out more on page 54. 


instagram.com/simplysewingmag 
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The copyright in the patterns in this magazine are owned by or licensed to Our Media Ltd and are for 
readers personal use only. Please do not share them online (even for free) or copy them multiple times 


without our permission. Where selling crafts based on these patterns is permitted (usually only to raise 
funds for charity), we'll say so on the page. 


Ali toys sold in the UK must meet the requirements set out in the Toy (Safety) Regulations 2011, 


with proof in the form of aCE Mark. You must take all necessary steps to comply with this important 
legislation. For more information, see gov.uk/ce-marking. 


Our Media Limited (company number 05715415) is registered in England and Wales. The registered 
office of Our Media Limited is at Eagle House, Colston Ave, Bristol BS1 4ST. All information contained 

in this magazine is for information only and is, as far as we are aware, correct at ће time of going to 
press. Our Media Limited cannot accept any responsibility for errors or inaccuracies in such information. 
Readers are advised to contact manufacturers and retailers directly with regard to the price of products/ 
services referred to in this magazine. If you submit unsolicited material to us, you automatically 

grant Our Media Limited a licence to publish your submission in whole or in part in all editions of the 
‘magazine, including licensed editions worldwide and in any physical or digital format throughout the 
world. Any material you submit is sent at your risk. Although every care is taken, neither Our Media 
Limited nor its employees agents or subcontractors shall be liable for loss or damage. 


We abide by IPSO' rules and regulations. To give feedback about our magazines, please visit ourmedia. 


co.uk, email editorialcomplaints@ourmediacouk, or write to Legal, Our Media Ltd, Eagle House, 
Bristol, BS1 4ST. 


Sustainability is at the heart of our values, and as a business, we are committed to reducing the impact 
we have on the environment. Read more at ourmediaco uk/sustainability 


MIX 


Supporting 
responsible forestry 


FSC* C015155 


Regulated 


When you have finished with 
this magazine please recycle it. 


FSC 


Wwwdsc.org 


| BOARD 


IDEAS co INSPIRATION © ACCESSORIES <> WEBSITES <> EVENTS со STUFF 


QUILTED JACKETS 


Jump on the trend and sew your own patchwork jacket - the easy way! There are two patchwork variations for one coat pattern 
in 16 sizes. The ‘bog coat’ construction keeps it simple, starting with a quilted panel with a few snips and folds to whip it into 
shape. Start simple and mix basic squares to create the cheeriest colour-block quilt coat or combine checker board squares with 
super-sized HSTs to make a bold, starry jacket. Get the pattern in issue 140 of Love Patchwork and Quilting. ourmediashop.com 
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GET YOUR 
GLOW ON 


WHow cool are these? 
Glow in the Dark 
Embroidery Machine 
Thread is a special 
new thread which 
will glow in the dark 
after exposing to the 
natural or artificial 
light. Exposing the 
thread to light about 
20 mins will keep it 
glow in dark about 
three hours. And the 
glow in the dark 
embroidery thread 
can be "recharged" 
over and over again. 
It is a great way to 
add fun to all kinds of 
your embroidery 
projects. Buy from 
blingblingyarn.com 


ADD SOME ROMANCE 


Designed while Masin was watching 
Bridgerton, The Daphne Maxi Dress has a high 
empire waistline, is fitted over the bust, 
features short puff sleeves, and along flowy 
skirt. This pattern is perfect for pattern hacking, 


TOP IT OFF WITH TAMI 


A must-have pattern - the New Taimi Top 
which also comes with a dress option. Taimi is 
a simple sewing pattern and both variations 
feature a voluminous, gathered hem, anda as you can easily swap the puff sleeves for 


š А straps or lengthen to а 34 sleeve. Ог shorten the 
round neckline and armholes that are finished „атара midiorminiareven toa paplomtop! 


with binding. Get it at namedclothing.com sewingpatternsbymasin.com 


EXPLOSION 
OF COLOUR 


These beautiful colourful designs are the 
part of The Nerida Hansen collection which 
was launched in collaboration with 
Verhees Textiles. Colourful designs with 
lively patterns are a characteristic element 
of Nerida Hansen's style. As well as 
reflecting her passion for colour, the 
designs highlight the importance of quality 
and comfort. The collection includes large 
checked, floral and abstract patterns in 
different colour schemes, which can be 
perfectly combined with small and delicate 
patterns. These fabrics combine to offer an 
innovative collection and create a veritable 
explosion of vibrant colours! Shop at 
myfabrics.co.uk/nerida-hansen 


co.uk/nerida-hansen 
+ w 
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AFTERNOON TEA? 


Recycle your favourite tea 
towels and turn them into a fun 
dress. The original Joy Tea 
Towel Dress design took three 
prototypes to perfect the 
silhouette and ensure a fit that 
was flattering, versatile and 
practical. Get your pattern from 
afrayedupcycling.co.uk. This 
pattern is for a standard sized 
tea towel (75 x 50 cm). 


SPEND THE DAY WITH NATURE 


AWho doesn't love warmer days and colourful 
summer blooms — the perfect opportunity for 
a picnic in the park! Vlieseline's® new 
biodegradable woven interlining has 
everything needed for days out in the 
countryside. The collection includes reusable 
grocery bags, cloth napkins, cutlery bags and 
cosy blankets and cushions all packed into 

a practical backpack for easy storage. Find our 
more about their new woven interlinings B700 
and B710 at vlieseline.com 


) LOOK WHAT VICK! MADE NEXT 


Former Sewing Bee Vicki has released her second collection of fabrics 
= _ - The Keep Growing Collection. They are a lightweight dressmaking 
í “4 100% Cotton fabric base. Pictured left is The Houseplants print — it is 
М one of five fabrics in the collection which is designed to celebrate the 
__ beauty of nature and growth. The Houseplants feature illustrations of 
a variety of plants in trendy plant pots and with a stylish grid backdrop. 
The designs are all fully drawn by Vicki and there is also a new collection 
of labels designs to go with them! This fabric is light weight and 
versatile which means it is perfect for a whole range of garments and 
т | accessories. Get yours at whatvickimade.com 

= = 


¥ 


"Ti 


THE PATTERN EDIT 


Collars 

Get en pointe with 

an over-sized collar 
says Production 
Editor Sarah Trevelyan 


AUDREY COLLAR 
FOR CHILDREN 

If you are making 
for a child then this 
softer, curved collar 
is the collar for you! 
Itis designed to 
upgrade their 
dresses and knit 
wear. The collar has three different looks 
and comes with tutorial. Get the pattern at 
MeAndKiddoPatterns.etsy.com 


DAGGER COLLAR 
Don't fancy making 
a shirt or blouse but 
want a detachable 
Wednesday collar? 
Then this pattern is 
for you. This 
dramatic over-sized 
2 collar with a dagger 
shape can be sewn into the neckline of an 
existing garment, or worn as a detachable 
accessory. Pdf pattern available from 
ArlettePatterns.etsy.com 


MATERA COLLAR 
Another removable 
collar to make is the 
over-sized Matera 
Collar accessory 
thatgivesaclassy | 

update to your | ) 
outfits, whether itis | | 

dresses, T-shirts, 

cardis or pullovers. The collar ties at the front 
in a bow and transforms any top! The 
pattern is available to buy from 
PatronsPaulinessence.etsy.com 


= 


POINTED COLLAR SHIRT 
Look sharp with this smart pointed collar 
shirt! The Poet Shirt Sewing Pattern: 
Pointed Collar with Puff Sleeves 
comes in sizes XXS - XXXL, and is 
a downloadable ра that comes in 
print-at-home size A4 as well as 
AO. We love the overstated 
collar and sleeves and there's 
a handy detailed illustrated 
tutorial to follow. Get the 
pattern at PatternCouture. 
etsy.com 


A 


Ж 


K 
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Dopamine Dressmaking by Brogan Allard (Quadrille, £26), Photography © Olivia Bossert 2024 


VELVET 
TOUCH 


Vif you're 
suffering from dry, 
pin-pricked 
sewist's hands™, 
get some SEAMS 
handcream in your 
basket! It'll heal, 
moisturise and 
protect your hands 
without leaving 
marks on your 
fabrics. Made in 
the UK, it absorbs 
instantly and its 10 
natural ingredients 
help to mend, 
moisturise, soften, 


soothe, nourish, 
hydrate, protect 
and anti-age your 
crafty mitts 
(whew!). Shop at 


= SIYLEWRAPPED UP 


Looking for an adjustable dress - then 
look no further! The Calvin wrap dress 
and top set is a wrap dress and top with 
exposed bias binding that extends into 
long ties to form a bow closure. It has 
rings and sliders which create adjustable 
shoulder straps for an easy fit. View A is 
a short top that hits approximately two 
inches below the natural waist. View B is 
a straight dress that hits at mid calf. Get 
the pattern at truebias.com 


GET A DOSE OF DOPAMINE 


Former Bee finalist Brogan Allard’s down-to-earth approach 
takes the fear out of dressmaking in her new book Dopamine 
Dressmaking: 15 Sewing Patterns for Every Season. She gently 
guides you through the projects, which include a simple t-shirt 
dress, a shirred summer dress, a showstopper party dress and 
an elegant tea dress, plus variations on how to turn many of 
these into tops. See more details in Inspiring Books opposite. 


BOW TREND 


The hyper-feminine bows are back in a big way 
and now you can create your own with these: 


1. Sew your own hair bow with our handy free 
tutorial at gathered.how/sewing-and-quilting/ 
sewing/sewing-patterns/womens-sewing- 
patterns/how-to-make-a-hair-bow 


2. If you want to create a smaller bow then this 
simple scrunchie is just perfect! gathered.how/ 
sewing-and-quilting/sewing/how-to-make-a- 
scrunchie 


3. Why not accessorise with a stunning bow 
clutch bag with this free pattern: gathered. 
how/sewing-and-quilting/sewing/how-to-sew- 
a-bow-clutch-bag 
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TRIP TO THE HIGHLANDS 


Journey northwards with Liberty from 
their London Studio to explore the 
breath-taking beauty and splendor of 
the Scottish Highlands. Immerse yourself 
in the beautiful, awe-inspiring mountains 
and scenic coastlines, diverse plant life, 
vast lochs, and cascading rivers. The 
collection is traditionally screen-printed 
on to Lasenby cotton, specifically 
developed for quilting and craft projects. 
Shop at libertylondon.com 


gathered. 


trends + mindfulness • creativity 


| | || | ( № | | | | 
U AUI NI "n | | 
А brand new digital mood-boosting magazine 
from the makers of Simply Sewing is out now! 
This month in Gathered we show you how to 
avoid burnout with calligraphy, help you to 
make money from your hobbies and reveal the 
secret tricks to making your wardrobe look 
more expensive. Plus, we explore the 
comeback of a nostalgic hobby that will help 
you treasure your holiday memories! Find it on 
Apple News+, Readly, Zinio and Pocketmags. 
See more at gathered.how/gathered-magazine 


CRAFT SHOWS 


& EXHIBITIONS 


Get organised and put these not-to-be- 
missed days out for craft fans in the diary. 


FESTIVAL OF QUILTS 
AUGUST 1-4, 2024 
NEC, Birmingham 
The Festival of Quilts was launched in 
2003 in partnership with The Quilters’ 
Guild. Twenty years on andit's the biggest 
quilting show in Europe, featuring 
workshops, talks, one of the world’s 
largest quilt comps, and a huge range of 
materials and brands! thenec.co.uk 


CREATIVE CRAFT SHOW 
AUGUST 30- SEPTEMBER 1, 2024 
Farnborough International 
The Creative Craft Showis back at 
Farnborough International! Offering all 
the very latest supplies from our 100+ 
exhibitors, workshops, demonstrations 
and shows! Book your tickets here: 
creativecraftshow.co.uk 


— V 


INSPIRING 
BOOKS 


DOPAMINE 
DRESSMAKING 
BroganAllard 

(£26, Quadrille) 

The Great British Sewing 
Bee finalist Brogan Allard 
encourages fashion lovers, budding 
dressmakers andseasoned seamstresses 
alike to embrace their feminine style and 
create beautiful, one-of-a-kind pieces to 
dress for joy. The book features a collection of 
15 dress and top patterns in classic designs 
with a playful twist, in UK sizes 6-22. 


CUSTOMISINGCLOTHES 
WITHEMBROIDERY 
Connie Abbott 

Js (£16.99, White Owl) 

_ Start embroidering your 
own clothes with 
inspiration Hon Connie's book full of 
detailed embroidery projectsthatwill have 
you captivated by thetechnique of 
free-motion embroidery. Starting with 
simple ideas that can be done in an 
afternoonto get you warmed up, and 
moving onto more complex projects. 


BARBIE 

Massimiliano Capella 
(£35, Abrams) 

A beautifully designed 
coffee table book- 
containing hundreds of 
images celebrating the one and only 
Barbie™ This official Mattel book 
charmingly explores the social and 
aesthetic trends that Barbie has embodied 
from the 1950s to present day in areas 
including fashion, society, art, and costume. 


Palace Costume PALACE COSTUME 
MimiHaddon 

(£21.99, Chronicle Books) 
Palace Costumeisa 
behind-the-scenes glimpse 
into Palace Costume & Prop 
Co.,an exclusive Los Angeles film-industry 
haven of dresses, gowns, garments, 
accessories, props, and jewellery featured in 
countless moviesfor more than fifty years. 
Envisioned and curated by owner Melody 
Barnett, Palace Costumeis a 30,000-square- 
foottreasuretrove of overhalfa million pieces 
andabelovedand legendary collection. 


An Dr 
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STE 
Download the latest issue 
straightaway, for free 


Your next issue is free too 


Get a further 12 issues in 
your first year 


All issues download 
automatically 


Download it once... 
read it offline forever 


Available on the 
0 App Store 


СЕТ ТОМ > . . тм 
nook дано 


iPad is a trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 
NOOK is a registered trademark of Barnes & Noble, Inc. NOOK Tablet is a trademark of Barnes & Noble, Inc 
*Free trial not available on Zinio 


SAVE TIME, MONEY AND HASSLE WITH M 


ANNUAL SIMPLY SEWING SUBSCRIPTION 


ES nnm: 


EXCLUSIVE! 


wing the 


y 
p. pe" - 
WIN £250 prizes Full-size toy pattern 10% OFF Lamazi Fabrics 
A y А Y Y A A А a A / h A y N y Y А А A А Ж А А A | y М A A A A А A 


SEARCH SIMPLY SEWING IN THE APP STORE 
| € Appstore | |> Google Play 


* iPad is a trademark of Apple Inc, registered in the U.S. and other countries. 
App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 


LOMPE LOND 


WIN A SELECTION OF LUXURIOUS 
SEAMS COUTURIERS НАМОСАЋЕ! 


One lucky Simply Sewing reader will win this luxurious non-greasy 
SEAMS hand care bundle - designed especially for seamstresses! 


have teamed up with SEAMS to offer one lucky 
reader a selection of non-greasy, protective, 
nourishing hand care products. Originally created 
for seamstresses to care for their dry, pinpricked 
hands without leaving any marks on fabrics. 
Now for anyone who needs soft, supple hands. 
Founder Karen J. Gerrard explains: “Whilst 
working behind-the-scenes in fashion my hands 
got destroyed! Cut, burnt, sore and so very dry, 
| couldn't find a hand cream that helped to heal, 
moisturise and protect that wasn't greasy, so 
| created SEAMS - Luxury Hand Care for daily use.” non 
The winner will receive a bundle of 3 x Hand ----- =. 
Cream (754ml); 2 x Nail Oil and 2 x Напа Cream ГУ ЕЯ w — w 
(30ml) — now the backstage hand care at Netflix, сонети. man pow Leo ЕН 
ITV and GMB! Use daily for faster growing strong Kl ee ч 
nails and soft skin. See more at seamsbeauty.co.uk I 


WIN VLIESELINE® mM 
DRESSMAKING PRODUCTS А 


Two winners will receive this fabulous Vlieseline® dressmaking 
collection, ideal to create a perfectly smooth professi 


ү: hands work hard and so deserve a treat! We 


SOurunien 
HAND CREAM 


biodegradable fusible woven interlinings; B700 and B710. xd 

Manufactured using unique technology, Vlieseline® isthe /_ B 700 Е 
first textile manufacturer to produce a fully biodegradable BP 
adhesive system for their products. And now two Simple | ч 
Sewing readers could win some! Made from natural raw 3 00" 
materials, В700 апа B710 are coated іп a unique adhesive = 
making them 100% biodegradable and ecologically safe. 
Each winner will receive 1 metre of each plus Vlieseline® 
Embroidery Set, Seam tape Flexible Box, Bondaweb T25 J Я 
Tape, plus Iron on Bias Tape Т12 - totalling £124! For more Қ 
dressmaking supplies visit vlieseline.com 


|| победа are excited to introduce two new fully we z E 


See gathered.how/sew_comps to enter today! 


Promoter: Our Media Limited, a company registered in England and Wales with company number 05715415. Residents of the UK and Channel Islands aged 18+ 
can enter. The closing date for entries is 23:59 on 28th August 2024. For full T&Cs, see the relevant competition page at www.gathered.how/sew_comps. 
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CAPSULE 
WARDROBE 


Nothing quite completes an outfit like a big 

statement bag — and this one is perfect for 

the summer holidays! The last installment 

in our Capsule Wardrobe pattern collection 

(see more at gathered.how) this is as stylish 

as it is practical — with a front pocket and j 
lots of storage space inside. You won't want 

to leave the house (or hotel!) without it. We 


lined our Sicily Bag with the same fabric as j 
the outer fabric, but you could easily go for / 

a bold print and make a vibrant design to 

stand out from the crowds. We're thinking , 


lemon print? #simplysewingcapsule 


а 


а”, 


e 
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THIS MONTH.. 


Master the delicate art of sewing with 
chiffon using our expert tips and tricks | 


for flawless, floaty creations 
Written by Sophie Tarrant Y 


LAVER UP 14 


This pattern not only makes 
a sheer shirtedress, but a comfy 
tank dress to wear underneath for 
a full outfit in one hit 


MADE FOR SHEERS 


This casual shirt-dress 
specifically designed to 
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ME2026 SHIRT-DRESS AND TANK 
This fun design from Know Me patterns creates 
an oversized button-front dress with smart — 
French seams, and a stylish high-low hem. ы 
Designed to be made in sheer fabrics including | 
chiffon, it also features an optional contrast S | 
banded edging, and a comfy knit tank dress that пр 
can be worn underneath. sewdirect.com ЛА 


Егош [пу ange 


PATTERN INSPIRATION 


Lean in to sheers with our pick of the best 
chiffon-friendly patterns on the market 


@ FLORENCE DRESS 
This drapey design from Sew Over It is perfect 
for chiffon, with a floaty, boho-inspired 1970s 
feel. It features a button-up bodice with 

a pretty mandarin collar, the choice of full 
maxi or knee-length skirts, three-quarter 
length set-in sleeves, and an easy-fit 
elasticated waist. sewoverit.com 


Ө HELMI BLOUSE 

With two different collar styles and optional 
ruffles, this pretty blouse from Forget Me Not 
Patterns makes it easy to choose your own 
vibe. This semi-tailored shirt can be made in 
a range of woven fabrics, from fine chiffon to 
double gauze and linen. The bishop sleeves 
gather into a bound cuff, with full- and three- 
quarter options. forgetmenotpatterns.com 


O VIRIAM DRESS 

This pretty pattern from VickiSews makes 

a bias-cut midi dress with vertical princess 
seams on the front and back, each featuring 
an eye-catching flounce ruffle. The skirt 
includes a mid-thigh slit, and the bodice 
features a tie-finished crew neck with a deep 
keyhole to the front. vikisews.com 


© 266 GREEK ISLAND DRESS 
We adore this design from Folkwear, which 


was inspired by iconic dancer Isadora Duncan. 


К can be constructed as a cropped jacket, 

a long-sleeved dress, or a loose-fitting tunic, 
with a back zip closure and narrow shoulder 
straps. An optional centre-back godet adds 
flare without fullness, and a collar variation 
extends over the sleeves for an extra touch of 
drama. folkwear.com 


9 v1762 DRESS 

This gorgeous maxi dress from Vogue was 
designed by none other than fashion guru 
Zandra Rhodes. Its lined design is perfect 

for sheers, with bishop sleeves and neat 
buttoned cuffs. A contrast fabric tie brings the 
shape in at the waistline and finishes off the 
look. sewdirect.com 


Ө 59974 CORSET AND DRESS 

And now for something completely different! 
This beautiful pattern by Madalynne Intimates 
creates two different steel-boned, lined 
corsets. An optional chiffon skirt transforms 
the design into a gorgeous gown — giving us 
serious Bridgerton vibes! sewdirect.com 


SHOPPING LIST 


Add these items to your basket 
and achieve sheer excellence 


1 We love a bit of sparkle and this 
shimmer chiffon is available in a huge 
range of colours, both online and 
in-store. joshitex.co.uk 


2 Extra fine, glass-headed pins 
are essential tools when working 
with delicate wovens like chiffon. 
minionsofcraft.co.uk 


3 This sheer pink chiffon features 
a gorgeous printed floral border 
along one edge and is priced at 
an incredible £1 per metre - snap 
up some for your stash before it 
disappears! poundfabrics.co.uk 


4 Stick with ultra-fine threads, such as 
this offering from Gutermann, to keep 
your stitches neat. minerva.com 


5 The sherbet tones of this ombré 
chiffon make us think of pick'n' mix 
sweets and tasty ice cream sundaes. 
fabricsupplier.etsy.com 
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TIPS & TRICKS 


Get to grips with delicate chiffon using our top ten tips and tricks 


GO ROTARY 

Cutting chiffon can be challenging due to its 
slippery nature. Use a rotary cutter with a fresh 
blade to avoid uneven lines, and always trim 
your pieces in single layers rather than doubling 
up. If you must use scissors, make sure they're 
sharp and cut slowly and precisely in long, 
deliberate movements. 


— шш 


KNOW YOUR FABRIC 

First of all - what exactly is chiffon, anyway? This 
lightweight, sheer fabric is known for its soft 
drape and delicate texture, making it perfect for 
layered garments, evening wear, and scarves. Its 
soft, fluid nature distinguishes it from stiffer 
sheers like voile and tulle, and it can be made 
froma variety of fibres including rayon, silk, 
nylon, and polyester. Chiffon can be tricker to 
work with than most other fabrics, but it's well 
worth mastering working with slippery fabrics 
like this to achieve really professional results. Not 
to mention how versatile it is! 


MACHINE MATTERS 
Even with the best of intentions, it can be hard to 
keep chiffon even as it moves through your 
machine. A walking foot can be incredibly helpful 
- it guides the fabric evenly underneath the 
needle, reducing the risk of puckering and 
shifting. Sandwiching your fabric between layers 
of tissue paper can also help, though it makes it 
harder to see exactly where you're stitching and 
needs to be ripped away at the end the project. 
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BASTE, DON’T PIN 

Pins are best avoided when working with chiffon. 
They may leave unsightly holes in your fabric, or 
worse still, could snag and пр the fibres. We'd 
normally advise you to use clips instead, but 
these are often too bulky to pair with lightweight 
fabrics. Baste or tack your chiffon pieces together 
by hand or machine, making sure to work within 
the seam allowance for the neatest results. 


WHICH STITCH? 
When picking your machine settings for chiffon, 
reduce the tension slightly and pick a small, 


straight stitch or a very narrow zigzag stitch. 
Some machines also allow you to swap the 
needle plate out – if you can, change to a straight 
stitch plate. They have smaller holes than regular 
plates, which can prevent the delicate fabric from 
being pulled down into the machine. 


IF YOU DO PIN, STAY FINE 


the hole left behind. Make sure to immediately 


| 


C’EST BON 

Achieving neat, long-lasting seams can be tricky 
when working with sheers. Not only does chiffon 
fray easily, but the raw edges of the seam might 
be visible through the fabric. French seams are 
an ideal choice - they encase the raw edges 
within a neat folded edge and strengthen the 
seams without adding unsightly bulk. It helps to 
maintain the fabric's delicate, lightweight quality 
and protects it from unravelling, too. 


We get it, we get - tacking is dull and sometimes 
you just don't have the time to do it. If you really must 
| use pins in your chiffon projects, make sure to use 
the finest available - the smaller the pin, the smaller 


| discard any that bend or snap, as these might snag 
your material and leave behind unsightly marks. 


ROLL UP 
Just as you may need to work specific seam 
techniques, you might need to choose your 


hems wisely, too. Rolled hems are an excellent 
choice for chiffon as they provide a narrow, clean 
finish that complements the delicate nature of 
the garment without adding bulk. You can work 
a rolled hem with a regular machine using 

a specific rolled hem foot, or alternatively, many 
modern overlockers now provide the option of 

a rolled hem, too. 


KEEP YOUR NEEDLE FRESH 

Just as it’s best to use fine pins, make sure to use 
delicate machine needles, too. Opt for sharp, fine 
needles, such as a size 60/8 or 70/10, to avoid 
damaging the delicate fabric as your sewing. 
Microtex needles are a great choice - they're 
made with a very slim, sharp, acute point that 
pierces fine woven fabrics smoothly without 
snagging or pulling. Always try to use a fresh 
needle at the start of your project for the best 
possible results. 


STAY COOL 

Depending on the fibre your chiffon is made 
from, you may want to avoid pressing or 
steaming it, particularly at high temperatures. 
Using heat can be dangerous to synthetic 
materials such as polyester, which can melt or 
become distorted when it gets too hot. High 
temperatures can also cause silk chiffon to scorch 
or lose its sheen. Instead, if you must press your 
fabric, stick to low heat settings and always use 
a pressing cloth to protect your project. 


Sophie (she/her) is a craft writer 
and embroidery artist who lives 
with her husband and four cats. 
She loves dressmaking and 

collecting way too much fabric. 
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FEEL 100) 


Get the feel-good factor on 
holiday when you throw on your 
cover up or top — that you made! 


AURORA LOVER UP 


ewing this easy-to-make and easy-to-wear 

beach cover up is can be made as a boxy top 

or an elasticated-waist dress. Either option will 
fill you with joy when you throw it on in the 
sunshine! Go for cool breezy fabrics like ours for 
staple wardrobe favourites. Turn to page 30 to 
get 10% off at lamazifabrics.com and share your 
makes with us @SimplySewingMag. 


Version A All sizes: 3.5mx145cm fabric 
Version В All sizes: 2.5mx145cm fabric 

3m optional fringing trim (Version B) 
1.5cm wide elastic - 5cm longer that waist 
measurement (Version A) 

Matching thread 

Basic sewing kit 


Seam allowances are 1.5cm, unless otherwise 
stated. 

Hems are 3cm. 

Sleeve hems are 1.5cm. 


Lightweight drapey woven fabrics such as 
chiffon, georgette, voile, cheesecloth, double 
gauze or viscose. 


Version A (dress): Ex-Designer Deadstock 
Annonite Fossils on Blue Viscose Jersey Fabric, 
lamazifabrics.com 

Version B (top): Deadstock Rose Dobby Cotton 
Double Gauze, lamazifabrics.com 


CHANGE THELOOK 
Sew in plain fabric to create 
a wardrobe staple, or go 
patterned for more impact. 


HEM OPTIONS 
Keep the lower hem plain 
or if you are feeling a little 
adventurous add fringing. 
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_ lonely when sewing by myself, which encouraged me 


_ positive attitude made the biggest differencein our ___ 


How my passion for dressmaking inspired 
me to create textile brand Lamazi Fabrics 
and bring like-minded people together 


reativity and crafts has been a big part of my 
* family since childhood, | have been painting, 
knitting, crocheting, embroidering and sewing 
along with my mother and grandmother since 
| childhood =it feels homely to be part of the 
sewing community. | picked up dressmaking as 
a hobby in 2016 after buying a sewing machine through 
wedding gift vouchers. | was a complete novice. Social 
media and online classes were my main source of 
inspiration and knowledge. I've loved it since and 
haven't stopped making clothes — mainly using 
independent sewing patterns as | find them inspiring 
and easy to learn from, with their detailed instructions 
and illustrations. 


LIFE CHANGING! 

The biggest joy of this new experience was fabric 
shopping! With a demanding and stressful career in 
consumer science in marketing, | found researching 
textile archives, browsing textile arts and fabric 
shopping very therapeutic. My husband and | fell into 
the habit of looking for fabric shops everywhere we 
travelled, it was а joy to explore and learn about new 
types of textiles. However | found this hobby a little 


to look for like-minded people in our town in 
Horsham and start a sewing group. It was life- 
changing, we brought together sewing enthusiasts 
and created a lovely community. 


CREATING A BRAND N y — ш e and learning abou 

At the beginning of 2018 my husband James and \ = / ° "¡new types of textiles 
| launched Lamazi Fabrics. We always wanted to have \ >i 3 | 7 М 
our own small business, offering something unique 
and different to the friendly community. We could not 


have picked a better community and better jobs for— — — 


ourselves as everyone is so friendly, engaged and 


happy. Interaction with our customers and their | 


lives. But what made the launch of Lamazi Fabrics 
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\Bchildhood and grew when she 
| [started dressmaking in 2016 
ea = 


lamazi .. fabrics 


особа ооо 


¡BlLiana's love of textiles started т 


happen was something more personal 

and challenging which turned into an | 

exciting opportunity for both of us. : 

James was made redundant twice in a 

year as the businesses he was working for in 

Law closed down. This coupled with my brief time off 
work due to illness, caused a lot of stress. Sewing and 
fabric shopping was the biggest therapy and relief. 


BEAUTIFUL AND INSPIRAMONAL 

We felt that we reached the tipping point and were 
ready to fulfil our dream — launch Lamazi Fabrics. 

A brand that is not just a 'fabric shop' but a brand that 
inspires happiness, confidence and creativity. Our 
customers feel empowered to start their sewing 
journey, improve their crafting confidence and create 
their own-made unique garments using beautiful and 
high-quality textiles. Lamazi Fabrics is their 

trusted 'go to place' to express their sewing 

passion. Our name Lamazi means beautiful in 
Georgian, my native language. Georgia is a 

country in Europe that was at the heart of the Silk 
Road which has been a trading route for exquisite 
quality fabrics for hundreds of years. We could not 
have picked better jobs for ourselves and for people 
working with us. Every Monday we arrive to our studio 
and admit how much we love our jobs. Working with 
our creative team Sharlene and Rosie, who work with 
us, beautiful textiles and the colour around us. It gives 
us the means to inspire the joyful creative process 
which is so infectious. 
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DRAFT YOUR 
OWN! 
>< 


HLTERNEOLDRES 


Swish into summer with Ruth Brown's 
patternless halterneck maxi dress with a tie 
neck and optional belt 


YOU WILL NEED 

Е Main fabric: 4m of 140-150cm 
wide fabric 

Е Matching thread 

Е Basic sewing kit 


FABRICS RECOMMENDED 

Е Lightweight woven fabrics with 
a good drape, such as viscose, silk, 
satin, crepe 


FABRIC USED 

Е Neon Bloom Rayon in Jade by 
Dashwood Studio. Supplied by 
Anbo Textiles, anbo.co.uk 


NOTES 

Е Seam allowance: 1.5cm for dress 
and 1cm for neck and waist ties 

Е Hem: 2.5cm 

Е This dress is cut on the bias so check 
prints work on diagonal 
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CREATINGTHE PATTERN 

Step one For Dress Front, cut the top edge of 
your fabric so that it is completely straight. 
Measure the width (eg. 145cm). 

Step two Taking one corner, turn the fabric so 
that it is on the bias. The triangular point at the 
top will be the centre front. Fold in half down the 
centre, aligning what was the top edge with the 
selvedge. These will become the side seams. 9 
Step three Pivoting a tape measure from the top 
centre front, measure down and mark the 
length noted in step one. Pivot and mark every 
few centimetres from centre fold across to 
selvedge. Join marks and cut out. [02] 

Step four Repeat steps 1-3 for Dress back. 

Step five For Necktie, cut one strip 120cm long 
by 7cm wide. 

Step six For Belt, take waist measurement and 
multiply by 3 and then divide by two. Cut two 
strips along the grain this measurement by 
12cm wide. 


MAKING THE DRESS 

Step one Finish Dress Front and Back sides using 
an overlocker or other preferred method. ® 
Step two Take neck measurement (eg. 32cm). 
With triangular point centre top, place ruler 
across Dress Front and mark a line where the 
distance between the two sides is the same as 
neck measurement. Repeat for Dress Back. e 
Step three Fold triangular point down wrong 


sides (WS) together along line marked in step 2 
and pin in place. Repeat for Dress Back. 

Step four Hold Dress Front against body so the 
fold line is level with clavicle. Mark or pin side 
where armhole opening will begin. [05] 

Step five Pin Dress Front and Back sides right 
sides (RS) together and stitch from hem to 
armhole mark. Backstitch. Press seam open. e 
Step six Top stitch arm hole opening from the 
top triangular point down to armhole mark, 
pivoting across and back up the other side. Fold 
top point neatly before stitching. [7] 

Step seven Re-fold pre-folded triangles at top of 
Dress Front and Back. Stitch across, 2cm from 
fold, to create neckband channel. Ф 


CREATING THE NECKTIE АКО BELT 

Step one Fold the Necktie in half lengthwise RS 
together. Stitch 1cm from the edge, stitching 
across short edges to create diagonal points at 
each end. Leave a 3cm turning gap in the 
centre. Trim corners and turn RS out. Press, then 
slipstitch opening closed. Ф 

Step two Pin and stitch short ends of the Век 
pieces RS together and press open. Fold Belt in 
half lengthwise and stitch and finish in same 
way as Necktie. 


FINISHING OFF 
Step one Thread the Necktie through the 
channel on the Dress Front and then through 


| 
= 
9 
ES 
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the channel оп the Dress Back, leaving both tie 
ends at one side. ® 
о two Stitch a label into the bottom part of 

the folded triangle inside the back panel of the 
dress so it's easy to find the right side. W 

tep three Let the dress hang - ideally overnight 
- then return to level the hem. Placing a ruler 
vertically on the ground, with the dress hanging 
a short distance above either on a hanger or 
mannequin, find the shortest length (this will 
probably be at the side seam) and note the 
measurement from the floor. 
Step four Moving methodically around the 
gathers of the hemline, mark this measurement 
on the fabric at regular intervals of 2-3cm. 
Step five Cut the excess fabric from the bottom 
of the dress and press the hem up by 2.5cm 
with WS together. Fold the raw edge inside to 
meet the fold. Press, pin and topstitch. (D 

2р six Position the Necktie so the dress sits 

comfortably around the neckline and tie a bow. 
Check the dress can be pulled over the head 
before securing the bow with a knot. 


Ruth Brown (she/her) is 

a writer and designer based 
in the Peak District, UK. She 
creates garment, accessories 
and homeware patterns. See 
more at grinlowstudio.com 
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A 

styling пур!" ion. : 

Sali Dress with us using 
ТІТІЛІШ ШІ 


N 


LL FACTOR 


Sew this must-have dress with carefree ruffled 
hem, on-trend puff sleeves and the option of 
two lengths to choose from. 


SALI DRESS 


you lots of wear over the summer months? The 

Sali Dress (UK sizes 6-30) is a loose-fitting 
smock-style dress with elasticated sleeves, frilled 
hem and two lengths. She's our fave for 2024! 
Shop more at simplysewingpatterns.etsy.com 


ЕС fora satisfying easy make that will give 


YOU WILL NEED 
Е Dress A: sizes 6-20 - 2.8mx140cm, 
sizes 22-30 - 3mx140cm 
W Dress B: sizes 6-20 - 2.4mx140cm, 
sizes 22-30 - 2.9mx140cm 
E Lightweight iron-on interfacing: 30x90cm 
E Zip: 56cm 
Е Narrow elastic: Im 
В Matching thread 
№ Basic sewing kit 


FABRIC SUGGESTIONS 
W Lightweight drapey fabrics such as Tencel, 
viscose, fine soft cottons and silk. 


FABRIC USED 

Е Option A (longer): My Dress Made — Candy Pop 
Viscose Crepe Fabric, lamazifabrics.com 

W Option B (shorter): Lise Tailor — Laines Viscose 
Fabric, lamazifabrics.com 


NOTES 

№ Seam allowance is 1.5cm. 

В Please note: this dress can only be made from 
140cm wide fabric due to the width of the frill. 


FINISHED LENGTH 
W Dress A: Approximately 117cm 
W Dress B: Approximately 107cm 
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Choose just 
below knee or 
mid-calf length 


T 


SALL DRE 


| ~ | | WEAR TT WIH 
4 Chroma Blue Cheetah x А : 


сар Е SUMMER DAYS 
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4Purple Petals, : Elevate your Sali dress with 
ma a So om fun summer accessories 


We Love bold tassel 9 


£22, monsoon.co. 


y 
Ф 
° 
Double row anklet, £26, 


oliverbonas.com 


Nhat, £25, fatface.co.uk Hit Ва | 
му за D је 
Add а splash of colour to your wardrobe ^ 
with these bright and cheerful prints from 


a range available from Lamazi Fabrics 


Look cool in cola-fade 
sunglasses, £85, iolla.com 


Lise Tailor - Evergreen , 
lamazifabrics.com 


PORWR 


N 


i Dona beautifully crafted 
: denim shoulder bag, £80, 
: dunelondon.com 


LALABADA 


“999999 


= 
CL 3 
==> 
— 


|Chroma Rose Mountains, 
4 M 4 w 
@lamazifabrics.com ДИ 


PEDIR 


| the Jungle, from 
lamazifabrics.com 


(а k 
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¿See you at Six, 
flamazifabrics.co 
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Your 
reader ` 
offers 


Enjoy access to fantastic 
discounts across a range of 
premium brands, helping 
you to save money on travel, 
entertainment and more. 


(Parkdean 


Resorts 


Enjoy British breaks for less 


Voted best UK family holiday company and best UK holiday 
parks & lodges, book your perfect holiday with Parkdean Resorts. 
With 65 parks across the country to choose from, with a range of 
accommodation from caravans and lodges to glamping, you’ll be 
spoilt for choice! Use code CRAFT25 for up to 10% off. 


www.parkdeanresorts.co.uk 


Oman’ 


SPICE! 
rto 
| У 


Free case of craft beers 


Claim your free case of 10 craft beers from Beer52 when you sign 
up to its monthly beer club. Each month you'll receive a range of 
styles from the best independent breweries on the planet. Your 
trial case also includes a copy of Ferment magazine and two tasty 
snacks - all you have to do is cover £6.95 for postage. 


www.beer52.com/rmd24 


Reader offers 


CRUISE COLLECTIVE 


Cruise Collective is a place for people who love the 
adventure of cruising. Join for free and you'll have 
access to insider knowledge, incredible competition 
prizes and exclusive deals like the ones highlighted 
below. Sign up today at www.cruise-collective.com 


20% Avanti discount 


Get peace of mind when you 
travel with 20% off Avanti 
Travel Insurance for Cruise 
Collective members. You'll be 
protected both before you go 
away, as well as when you're 
on your trip. And if something 
does go wrong, Avanti will 
always aim to help you put 

it right as soon as possible. 


MBASSADOR 


CRUISE INE 


5% saving on all Ambassador cruises 


With a range of inspiring destinations combined with unbeatable 
value, Ambassador Cruise Line promises you a holiday you won’t 
ever forget. All Ambassador's cruises are no-fly, with the choice 
of departures from eight regional ports. Use code СЕТ5 to get 
your 5% discount. 


Free skincare 


Claim your free summer 
suncare bundle (RRP £31) 
from planet-friendly brand 
grüu id savour every sunny 


www.ambassadorcruiseline.com 


‘king Company for the past 
ars, offer customer 


ruise 
members get 15% off APH- 
branded airport car parks and 
up to 10% off other car parks. 


15% off Cruise Maps 


Create your own unique 
piece of art commemorating 
| your holiday with The Cruise 

10% discount with Hornby Hobbies || Maps, crafted with precision 

| using AIS data from your ship. 
Create personalised framed or 
unframed prints, perfect as 
a keepsake. Enjoy free delivery 
and an exclusive 15% discount 
as a Cruise Collective member. 


Unlock a 10% discount on Hornby Hobbies' iconic collections 
using code HERITAGE10. Dive into the world of realistic model 
railways with Hornby, experience the thrill of racing with 
Scalextric, indulge in creating detailed plastic model kits with 
Airfix, and cherish the classic charm of Corgi's famous models. 


uk.hornby.com 
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A GOOD READ 


ver wondered what exactly goes The Savile Row Suit is more than just 

on behind Savile Row’s elegant a lovely-looking coffee table book: 

store fronts? Thanks to the Great fascinating chapters on craft and cloth are 
British Sewing Bee's Patrick Grant interspersed with practical interludes 


we can С ~ explaining how to 

now find | ) make your very own 
ош. The owner of | ШЕТ (gu BAD | tailored garments, 
Savile Row house Instructions on how 


Norton & Sons, Patrick 4 ILLUSTRATIONS And kn. the > to create a Savile Row 
has created this new, | iLIUSHRA+OR REDREW Hy" | shirt, ји coat, 
beautifully illustrated | and pair of trousers 
guide (below) to | | are recorded direct 


) 


the art of bespoke “ - from expert tailors. 
tailoring: the people, the fabric, the history Patrick told Simply Sewing: | wanted to 

and – crucially for people who love to sew follow a very specific end-to-end process. 
— the secrets behind how the garments | sat and took photographs and drew very 
themselves are made. bad illustrations and then that went to the 


Clear illustrations, by Matthew 
Wood, show you step-by-step 


how to sew your shirt . 


\ 
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=== 


WWW.GATHERED.HOW/SIMPLYSEWING 35 


The Savile Row Suit, gestalten 2024. Book Cover Illustration Oriana Fenwick, c/o kombinatrotweiss.de, The Savile Row Suit, gestalten 2024 


A OOD READ 


Illustration by Oriana Fenwick c/o kombinatrotweiss.de, The Savile Row Suit, gestalten 2024 


FIVE TOP ПРУ 


For sewing the Savile Row shirt 


For the sample size provided you'll need 

about 2m of two-fold cotton or linen 
fabric. The shirt will comfortably fit an average 
size 12 with 36" bust. For other sizes, grade up or 
down or use the book's instructions with your 
own favourite pattern. 


The instructions are for 

traditional menswear 
with the overfront 
(buttonhole side) onthe 
left, soremember to 
reverse instructions ifyou 
prefer the button side (or 
underfront) on the left. 


||| 
| ||| 
ІІ 


The exact weight for floating canvases in 

collar and cuffs is recommended, as well 
as fusible canvas tape for the front hem. Some 
are tricky to find or only available in 
bulk. | used iron on Vlieseline for front hems. 


When cutting out, 
note that the back 
piece is to be cut on the 
fold and the sleeve front 
and back are not marked: 
if unsure, remember 
the gauntlet slit is 
towards the back 
of the sleeve. 


To sew with confidence when edge 
stitching, use an adjustable blind hem 
foot (set to 14”). 


Shirt illustration by Oriana Fenwick. 
Right Ruth followed Lizzie Willett's 
directions to cut out the fabric. 
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illustrator and then he had a go at redrawing 
them nicely... it was absolutely painstaking.’ 

It was worth the hard work. While the book 
isn't your typical sewing tome, PDF patterns 
for each garment - in a single sample size 
— are available to download so you can try 
your hand at the artisanal techniques. 

Patrick recommends the shirt chapter as 
a great starting point. “I'm not a Savile Row 
tailor... but | did make a few shirts... It is very 
very satisfying and it is very doable if you've 
got a reasonable level [of skill]. 

Patrick sat with Lizzie Willett (of Jermyn 
Street shirtmaker Emma Willis), to record her 
particular way of 
making a shirt: ‘I think 
it's very followable, 
the processes are 
processes | don’t think 
anybody will be 
particularly afraid of. 
Cotton shirting is 
pretty forgiving, it’s 
generally quite easy to work with. If you use 
a good quality cotton, it's good stuff - you 
can put a crease in it with your fingernail, you 
can roll it easily, you can put good tension on 
it under the machine. It's really satisfying." 


AGE-OLD TECHNIQUES 

So, if you've ever fancied trying your hand at 
tailoring, the definitive guide to these 
age-old techniques is finally within reach. 


“A Shit MAKER 1S ALLOWED 
+0 USE по MORE На ИЕ 
Pins DuRing +he PROCESS.” 


It's a bracingly technical but enjoyable 
challenge and Patrick counsels not to be too 
hard on yourself when starting out: ‘It’s 
difficult because if you learned to be a shirt 
maker it's a long process and that's 
somebody who is going to work sewing 
shirts for 40 hours a week, week after week 
after week. So we have to expect that we're 
not going to be able to do everything 
perfectly first time... we mustn't beat 
ourselves up on that front, it’s really hard!’ 


MAKING THE SAVILE ROW SHIRT 
We road tested the shirt to bring you our 
hints and tips for 
smooth sewing, 
Savile-style. Having 
made a number of 
shirts over the years, 
this stretched my skills 
considerably. 

| found the 
instructions clear and 
not a million miles from my favourite go-to 
women’s shirt pattern. While some of the 
techniques appear complicated at first 
glance, if anything they actually simplify the 
process: raw edges encased within flat-fell 
seams means no need to overlock, sleeves 
inserted on the flat means no easing-in, and 
postponing ironing to the final press means 
far less faffing throughout. 

To top it off, Patrick says a shirt maker is 


A GOOD READ 


Ruth assembling the collar stays as 
described in the book. Right The 
inished collar on the mannequin. 


allowed to use no more than three pins 
during the entire process. Indeed, the pattern 
is so well drafted there is little need for 
pinning and the process flows pleasingly 
from one step to the next as a result. 


GAME-CHANGER COLLAR 

The stand out 'game changer' is the collar 
construction. Cotton canvas interlining, 
combined with a scant 34” seam allowance, 


“The COLLAR HAS no #4055 
pulk And +kt Buttonkole 
WAS A BREEZE” 


produces a collar stand that turns beautifully 
without excess bulk (the button hole was 
a breeze). The feel of the collar is unrivalled. 
I'm seriously impressed and can see why 
people part with huge amounts of cash for 
shirts that feel this good. It's fun to think that 
with practice some of these skills might bring 
the very nimble-fingered fairly close to the 
art of bespoke. 


Trimming around the curve 
ofthe collar band. Illustration 
by Matthew Wood. T ONE u 
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Ruth Brown is a writer and designer 
based in the Peak District, UK. She creates 
easy-to-sew patterns for garments, 
accessories and homewares. Find out 
more at grinlowstudio.com. 
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ANDI otk 


Refashion a preloved striped shirt into 
a playful summer top with Portia Lawrie's 
clever shirt hack tutorial 


In 


A 


— REASON — 


YOU WILL NEED 

Е Classic "business" shirt in a mid 
weight cotton shirting 

В Flat elastic (we used 6mm & 3mm 
wide) 

Е Basic sewing kit 


NOTES 

Е Instructions given are for the classic 
business style of shirt used. Bear in 
mind slim fit, short sleeve and 
smaller sized shirts will yield less 
fabric to play with. Depending on 
the size ofthe finished top you 
want to make, and how long you 
wantthe body and ties, you may 
need to combine with fabric from 
a second source (such as another 
shirt) to achieve your desired top. 
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PREPARATION 

Step one Start by establishing the length and 
circumference of the "tube" that will form the 
foundation of your top. l've marked the top and 
bottom of the area | want my tube to cover, with 
fabric strips on my mannequin. (You can do 
similar on your own body with lengths of elastic 
or ribbon if you would like to have a visual 
marker like this). Ф 

Step two To establish the Length (L): Measure 
from the upper edge to the lower edge of the 
marked area over the bust point, then add your 
desired amount required for a narrow hem at 
both the top and bottom. (We added 6mm at 
the top and bottom). 

Step three To establish the Width (W): Measure 
around your chest at the fullest part then 
multiply this by 1.5. 

Step four Deconstruct the shirt down to its 
component parts. The pieces required for this 
project will be cut from the shirt fronts and shirt 
backs only. (02) 

Step five To create the Ties, square the sides of 
your shirt fronts in line with the outer edge of 
the shoulder. (Repeat for both shirt fronts). ® 
Step six Square across the top edge of both shirt 
fronts (which removes the shoulder slope) and 
trim the centre front edge straight if needed. 
The aim is to have two identical strips, wide 
enough to cover the bust, and long enough to 
wrap around the body. The original curved 


narrow hem is left intact here. @ 


Step seven Turn and stitch a narrow hem along 
the sides of both ties as pictured. [05] 

Step eight For the Body, cut rectangles from the 
back section of your shirt(s) to piece together 
atube that is W x Landis pieced so the finished 
tube will have a centre back seam. Here I've 
divided up my W into three sections (each with 
а 1cm seam allowance along each seam to be 
joined) A larger section cut on the cross grain, 
and two smaller back panels cut on the grain; so 
that my tube will have two side seams as well as 
a centre back. ® 


CONSTRUCTINGTHETOP 

Step one Join all the pieces of your tube 
together but do not sew the centre back just 
yet. Press the side seams to the back, finish the 
seams and topstitch them in place from the 
right side (RS). Then finish the long raw edges, 
top and bottom. [7] 

Step two Cut a length of 6mm elastic that fits 
around your upper chest comfortably when 
slightly stretched. Then turn and stitch a 6mm 
hem along the top edge of your tube, stretching 
and sandwiching your elastic within the hem as 
you sew. e 

Step three Optional: Here l've stitched a second, 
narrower (3mm) piece of elastic underneath the 
elasticated top hem already sewn. The overall 
aim is a narrow elasticated top edge. e 


— REASON — 


AA 


ADDINGTHETIES 
Step one To sew in the ties, lay the ties RS up, MORE IDEAS TO TRY 


onto the RS of your tube, with the short, raw | Carefully sew straight lines of shirring (with 
edges aligned with the raw edge of the centre shirring elastic which is hand-wound onthe 
back and aligned with the elasticated top edge. bobbin) along the top section instead of 
Overlock or baste both pieces together. D encasing theelastic. 

Step two Pin and then sew the centre back N) Addstraps or shoulder ties to the top if you 
seam RS together with the ties sandwiched in L want some coverage to hide bra straps, 
between, and using a 1cm seam allowance. Ф ratherthan going strapless. 


Step three Press the seam open and flat then г) Be creative about how you piece fabricyour 


topstitch to reinforce. Turn and stitch a narrow J годе the pieces you need forthe desired 
hem at the bottom edge and you're done! Ф look youareafter. 


| Reuse existing features (like the original 

| shirt hem) which сап save you time as well 
as maximise the amount of fabric you have to 
play with. 

3 Don't be too concerned about using pieces 
U thatare cutcross grain. We break a few 
rulesinrefashioningtoget the mostoutofour 
fabric, and onastyle like this, there's no overall 
detriment о straying from the grainline. 

(? Where an individual shirt does not yield 

U enough fabric for the desired 
measurements of the finished top, combine 


Portia Lawrie (she/her) is an twoshirtsin clashing or complimentary 
Essex-based Remaker and patterns and colourways fora playfultake. 
author. Her easy-to-follow (Here forinstance, we might combine alilacor 
projects and refashions are blue pinstripe shirt with the candy pink for 

a favourite at Simply Sewing. a pastel colour block effect) 


Follow her at @portialawrie 
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Beaker Butten C¥recycle 


In person, self guided online, and zoom craft workshops for a huge variety 
of fibre crafts. Dorset buttons, slow stitching, knitting, crochet, spinning, The T" от... 
felting, weaving, macrame, pattern support and finishing techniques. Possibilities 


beakerbutton.co.uk Endless 


Recycle your magazine and seven days 
later it could come back as your newspaper www.recyclenow.com 


Sey vi 


| я TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES 
We are a fabric shop and sewing school in the heart of the beautiful High Peak ^ 
Come and see us in our New Mills shop for all We sell dressmaking fabric d PLEASE CONTACT JESSE DOLMAN 


your fabric, sewing, bag-making and haberdashery from, amongst others, Fabric 

needs. We organise and run a range of classes — Godmother, Lady McElroy and JESSIEDOLMAN@DURMEDIA.CD.UK 
group workshops, sewing bees and 1-on-1 sessions Art Gallery 

anna. ' 017 300 8133 


07792943332 | Shop 1, 2-6 Market Street, New Mills, я 
Derbyshire SE ME Ikea дъна "n Rubies Rags 


¡THE WORLD OF 


The home of St tching 


Learn 
something 
new with 


gathered. 


Boost your skills with... 

• FREE how to guides and expert advice 
• FREE video tutorials that help you every step 
• FREE craft classes 

• FREE seasonal patterns 


www.gathered.how 


CUT OUT & KEEP 


Enjoy the holiday season 
with these quick-to-sew 
travel makes 


— 
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ҤЕ, 


Handpaint and sew your own 
pouch = perfeet to store your 
in. New Craft House show y 


^ 


b 


Hannah and Rosie founded 
New Craft House in 2013. 
Friends since school, they are 
both keen sewists. Visit the- 
newcrafthouse.com or follow 
them @newcrafthouse 


SUNGLASSES 
CASE 


YOU WILL NEED 

8 Leatherette fabric 

В Pencil 

8 Thread 

Е Gold leather paint 

В Thin paintbrush 

8 Sewing machine 

№ Leather punch 

E Round head screw stud 


Stepone Place your lasses on the wrong side 


of the fabric а м/а large rectangle shape 
around them. 

Step two Add a rectangle the same size along the 
long edge. 


Step three then a semi-circle on the other long 
edge to create the flap. 


CUTTING OUT 
Step one Cut around your shape. 


MAKING THE CASE 

Step one Paint simple triangle outlines onto the 
leather and leave to dry. 

Step two With right sides together, fold one 
rectangle over the other. 

Step three Sew the short edges then turn through 
tothe right side. 

Step four Mark the centre of the flap, make a hole, 
then repeat on the front rectangle. 

Step five Screw in the stud and stud back to finish, 
then pop your sunglasses inside. 
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Sew Jessica Entwistle's fun cover - Ј 


up complete with bound v-neck 
detail and pom-pom trim | 


COVER UP 


YOU WILL NEED 

Е Main fabric: 2m x 130cm wide 

Е Contrast fabric binding: 55x55cm 
В Рот pom trim: 4.5m 

Е Matching sewing thread 

Е Basic sewing kit 


FABRICS USED 

Main fabric: Indigo Window, Crystal in 
voile. Ref: AGFOBR49800. From the 
Observer collection by April Rhodes 
for Art Gallery Fabrics. For stockists 
visit ww.hantex.co.uk/agf 

Contrast fabric: Aqua. Ref: 2000/T60. 
From Spectrum by Makower. For 
stockists visit www.makoweruk.com 


NOTES 

Е Download the template from 
gathered.how/ss-templates 

Е The size of your cover-up 15 
dictated by the width of your 
fabric. For a larger circle cut two 
semi circles along the length and 
join them together. 
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CUTTING OUTTHE CIRCLE 

Step one Fold your fabric in half widthways. Press 
along the fold to make a crease along the width. 
Step two Fold it again so that the raw side edges 
and folded crease align. Pin, then tack your fabric 
together so your now-folded fabric stays in place. 
Step three Mark a quarter circle using a pencil tied 
to a piece of string. Make sure the pivot point is 
the corner where the folded fabric meets. This will 
be the centre of the circle once unfolded. 

Step four Cut along the pencil line through all four 
layers of fabric. The tacking should ensure it 
doesn't move. 2) 


CUTTING OUTTHE NECKLINE 

Step one Trace around and then cut out the 
downloaded neckline template. 

Step two Open out your folded fabric circle and 
place the template in the centre. Make sure the 
pressed crease lines up with the marked crease 
points on your template - this is where your 
shoulders will be - then pin into place. 

Step three Draw around the template then cut it 
out carefully. ® 


MAKINGTHE BIAS BINDING 

Step one As the binding will be going around a 
curve, you need to use fabric cut on the bias. To 
find the fabric bias, fold the contrast fabric sothe 
edges meet to form a triangle, and press. This line 
is the bias. 
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Step two Using a rotary cutter, cut a strip 6cm 
wide and 60cm long along the bias. Alternatively, 
draw the lines in pencil and cut along them. Cut 
two more strips 6cm wide and 13cm long in the 
same way. 

Step three For each strip, press the strip in half 
lengthways with wrong sides (WS) together. 

Step four Open the strip and fold the raw edges 
into the middle so that they meet, then fold again 
to make your bias edging. Ф 


ATTACHING THE BIAS BINDING 

Step one Pin the two shorter bias strips right sides 
(RS) together. Trace the bottom V point of the 
neckline template onto the pinned bias tape. It 
should be the same angle as your inverted corner 
to be bound. 

Step two Sewalong the marked line. Trim away 
the excess fabric then open your bias tape and 
press well. 

Step three Pin the bias V-neck strip onto the cut 
out V-neck so that the bias strip envelops the raw 
edges. Topstitch the strip in place, making sure 
that you tuck the bias V point under to keep the 
neck trim neat. 2 

Step four Pin the longer bias strip all the way 
around the circular part of the cut out neckline. 
Make sure there is an extra 1.5cm of bias left at 
each end which you can fold the ends under for a 
neat finish. 

Step five Topstitch in place. [05] 
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ADDINGTHE POM POMTRIM 

Step one Fold the raw edges of the circle to the 
WS by 1cm and tack. Ф 

Step two Pin the pom pom trim around the edge 
on Ше WS so that the tape part is covering the raw 
edges and just the pom poms can be seen 
hanging down from the front. 

Step three Topstitch the trim into place all the way 
around the edge. @ 


FINISHING OFF 

Step one Fold the circle in half along the top edge 
and sew some small stiches on either side under 
the armpit, through the front and back. We placed 
ours 30cm down from the top and 30cm out from 
the centre, as shown by the orange pin. This will 
ensure the cover-up stays in place while you're 
wearing it. Ф 


Jess Entwhistle is 

a freelance designer maker. 
She shares her makes at 
@jessjellybgood – a name 
inspired by her childhood 
nickname, Jelly! 
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BAG ||| 


Add a pop of colour to your beach 


bag with this joyful yarn typography 
designed by New Craft House 


SUNSHINE 5 


YOU WILL NEED 

E Straw tote bag КР 
E Chunky ріпкуіп | 0 
В All-purpose glue 4 
В Pencil 
H Paper 


5 
% 


Step three Don't worry ab 

the pencil marks will be cover 
Step four Trace the pencil line wi 
sticking down the yarn as you go. 


Step five Where possible, use a continuous length 
of yarn, but you may have to cut it depending on 
what letters you're working with. 

Step six You can easily make dots for an ‘i’ or j' by 
tying a double knot in the yarn, trimming it and 
sticking in place. 


Hannah and Rosie founded 
New Craft House in 2013. 
Friends since school, they are 
both keen sewists. Visit the- 
newcrafthouse.com or follow 
them @newcrafthouse 
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ROLL UP! 


Stretch out on New Craft House's 
fabulous roll up mat — with a handy 
carry strap for beach trips 
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ROLL UP MAT 


YOU WILL NEED 

Е Upper fabric: 2m 

№ Backing fabric: 2m 

№ Batting or wadding, 2m (make sure 
it’s thick enough to lie on - you 
can double up if needed) 

Е Sew on Hook and loop tape, 30cm 

№ Matching thread 

№ Basic sewing kit 


NOTES 

Е The finished mat will be 75x150cm, 
the same size as a standard beach 
towel. 

В All seam allowances аге 1.5cm. 

№ We suggest using medium weight 

cotton fabrics. 


CUTTINGOUT 

Step one From your upper fabric, cut 
Bed: one 153x78cm rectangle 

Pillow Sides: one circle with a diameter of 21.5cm. 
Then cut the circle in half. 

Handle: one 11x45cm piece 

Velcro Straps: two 11x33cm rectangles 
Step two From the wadding, cut 

Bed: one 153x78cm rectangle 

Handle: one 4x43cm piece 

Velcro Straps: two 4x30cm pieces 

Step three From the backing fabric, cut 
Bed lining: one 183x78cm rectangle 


MAKINGTHE HANDLE AND STRAPS 

Step one Fold and press a 1.5cm seam allowance 
along each edge of the Handle. Ф 

Step two Pin the 4x43cm wadding piece along 
one side of the wrong side (WS) of the handle 
fabric. Leave a 1.5cm seam allowance at the edge. 
Step three Fold over the other half of the handle 
and pin in place, tucking the seam allowances in 
all the way around. Carefully topstitch the handle 
along the edge. [02] 

Step four As with the handle, press a 1.5cm seam 
allowance around each Strap. Place the wadding 
in the middle, leaving a 1.5cm seam allowance at 
the edge and fold over the strap fabric. 

Step five Making sure that all of the seam 
allowances are tucked in, topstitch around each of 
the straps the whole way around. 

Step six Cut two 10cm pieces of hook and loop 
tape and pin the hook side of the Velcro to the 
underside of each strap. Stitch in place around the 
edge. Repeat for the other strap. (03) 

Step seven Position the plain end of the strap 
15cm in from the end of the right side (RS) of your 
backing fabric and 15cm from each side, so that 
the hook and loop tape end hangs over what will 
be the edge of the mat. Stitch in place. You will 
sew on the other side of the tape by hand, once 
the matis all sewn up. 

Step eight Position the two ends of the handle 
between these two straps and stitch in place. 
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SEWING THE MAT 

Step one Lay the upper fabric and the backing 
fabric RS together and stitch along the short end 
without the straps. [о] 

Step two Attach the two Pillow Sides. Lay them RS 
down on top of the backing fabric, one on each 
side, just beyond the seam you've just sewn. Pin 
the curved side of the Pillow Side in here and 
stitch. Use lots of pins and ease the fabric around 
the curve to make it easier. Repeat this step for the 
other side. 

Step three Fold over the mat pieces RS together 
with the pillow at one end, and lay your wadding 
on top. Stitch down the two long edges using а 
1.5cm seam allowance, leaving the bottom short 
end unstitched for turning. 

Step four Trim wadding from the seam allowance 
and turn RS out. 

Step five Stuff the pillow with wadding until you're 
satisfied, then pin along the seam at the edge of 
the pillow. Seal the pillow by sewing a straight 
stitch along this seam, through all layers. 

Step six Tuck in the seam allowance on the 
remaining open end. Pin and topstitch closed. 
Step seven Roll up the mat and see where the 
hook and loop tape straps end (this will differ 
depending on your wadding). Pin the unsewn 
hook and loop tape side in position and hand sew 
it in place, only sewing through the backing fabric. 
Now roll up and head out for a picnic! 


Hannah and Rosie founded 
New Craft House in 2013. 
Friends since school, they are 
both keen sewists. Visit the- 
newcrafthouse.com or follow 
them @newcrafthouse 
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Қы: and a bit of knotting i to. 
Charlotte Smith's clever howto, 


MACRAME TOP 


YOU WILL NEED 

В Plain white cotton T-shirt (longer is 
better than short) 

Е Dylon Pink Flamingo dye 

В Salt 

И Bucket 

№ Spoon/stick for stirring 

№ Small container for mixing dye 

Е Rubber gloves 

Е Hanger 
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PREPARE THE DYE 

Step one Mix the dye as per the manufacturer's 
instructions and thoroughly wet the T-shirt. We 
used half a packet of dye, as we were only dying a 
couple of T-shirts. Choose a 100% cotton garment 
or one with as high a cotton percentage mix as 
possible, as man-made fibres such as polyester or 
viscose won't absorb the dye. 


DYETHET-SHIRT 

Step one Put your T-shirt on a hanger (it’s the 
easiest way to control the dying process) and dip it 
into the dye bath, approximately two thirds of the 
way up the shirt, for 30 seconds. This first dip 
needs to be really quick. Ф 

Step two For the second dip, put the T-shirt back 
into the dye bath two thirds of the way up the 
previously dyed section. This time leave it in the 
dye for a minute or two. Keep an eye on the colour 
— once you're happy with the ombré effect that's 
starting to appear, take the T-shirt out of the dye 
bath and rinse the dyed section with warm water. 
Be really careful not to get any pink dye on the 
white section. 

Step three Add another tablespoon of dye to the 
dye bath and mix thoroughly. Put only the lower 
third of your T-shirt back in for three or four 
minutes. Check the ombre effect - if you think the 
base needs to be darker, leave in the bath for a few 
more minutes. Once happy, rinse the dyed part 
until the water runs clear and leave to dry. ® 


e 


AN 


Step four Give the T-shirt a good press as you need 
it to be flat for the next steps. 


CUT THET-SHIRT 

Step one Run a line of pins where you want the 
top of the macramé section to start – ours began 
26cm up from the hem. ® 

Step two Remove the side seams up to where 
you've pinned by cutting very closely to the edge 
of the stitching. This gives a neat finish. ® 

Step three Measure the T-shirt's width and divide 
by two - this will give you the number of strips 
you need to cut. If the number is odd, then round 
down tothe nearest even number (you need an 
equal number of strips and it's better if they're 
thicker rather than thinner). Cut the strips up to 
the pinned line. (9 


CREATETHEKNOTS 

Step one Take the first two strips on the outside 
edge (we worked left to right) and tie together in 
a double knot. You wantthe tension to be firm but 
not over-pulled. Continue knotting in pairs along 
the whole of the T-shirt front and back. ® 

Step two Forthe next row, take two strips from 
the next-door knots and knot together 2.5cm 
below the first row. Continue front and back. You 
should start to see a triangular shape forming. 
Step three Repeat the above step to create 
another row of knots. This time a diamond shape 
will have formed. If you're working with a really 
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long T-shirt then you could add a few more rows 
of knots - we liked the cropped effect we created, 
so have kept to just three. 52 

Step four To finish, cut off the overlocked hem 
from the bottom of each strip so the ends of the 
shirt curl up neatly, ® 


Charlotte Smith's mission is 
to share simple ways to live 
life more creatively and to 
make the everyday beautiful. 
Visit lottsandlots.com or 
follow her @lottsandlots 
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We delve into the impressive career 
of costumer, expert sewing teacher 


and author of Clone Your Clothes. 
Written by Rachel Avery 


4 
$ 
9 


/ 
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ou may have heard of the 10,000 hours 

theory. It's that if you do something over 

and over for that length of time, you'll 

almost inevitably become a pro. Well, as 

well as natural talent, three decades of 

dedication to sewing has given Claire- 
Louise Hardie expert status and a whole wealth 
of knowledge... 

Claire-Louise, aka The Thrifty Stitcher 
(thethriftystitcher.co.uk) is a former Sewing 
Producer for The Great British Sewing Bee. 

As well as soaking up 
skills during her time 
behind-the-scenes on 
the hit BBC show, she 
now works in the 
wardrobe team for 
ITV's Good Morning 
Britain. Plus, she has 
gathered a range of 
impressive techniques by working in an array 
of places around the world. 


JET-SET SEWIST 
Finding it tricky to pin-point just one highlight 
of her career, she reminisces about them all. 
Life after graduation saw budding costumer 
Claire-Louise land a job in the workroom for 
the Welsh National opera, and from there she 
worked her way up in the world of costumery. 
Jetting to Japan was naturally another 


"REALLY GOT TO SEE HOW JAPANESE 
CREW DD THE SAME ROLE AS ME 
A UT TLE DFTERENTLY" 
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memorable career moment for the stitcher. 
The gig was for the Royal Shakespeare 
Company and it required Claire-Louise to be 
working alongside a Japanese crew for six 
weeks. "| really got to see how Japanese crew 
did the same role as me a little differently. 
Plus, the fabric shopping was unbelievable!" 

"Having my cloned Balenciaga toiles 
exhibited at the V&A as part of their last 
Balenciaga exhibition was another stand- 
out moment," she recalls. "| spent 12 weeks 
during my master's 
degree studying 
three archival pieces 
alongside the 
museum curators. 
Two of my recreated 
pieces made it into 
the final exhibition 
along with a mini 
film showing my cloned pattern transforming 
from 2D to 3D." 


FROM STUDENT TO SEWING PRO 
Determined not to keep her knowledge to 
herself, Claire-Louise started teaching sewing 
in 2009 and she launched her very own online 
sewing club called Elevate your Sewing in 
Opposite Claire-Louise with her vibrant collection 


of cloned wardrobe me-mades This page 
Claire-Louise's Masters project for the V&A 
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Above Claire-Louise cloning a project and her 
handmade teddy bear Left Preservedand 
proudly displayed, her first sewing machine 


2020. Her best-selling Ultimate Beginner 
Sewing Course, which is available online, 
starts with three easy projects where newbies 
tackle a cushion, zip bag and pyjama trousers 
and gain that all-important confidence of 
using a sewing " > 
machine. 

"The joy of seeing 
an absolute beginner 
make their first ever 
item on a sewing 
machine is something 
that has never gone 
away after teaching 
sewing for almost 15 years," she gushes. "The 
most rewarding part of being a sewing 
educator is watching a student become 
un-stuck and then seeing them progress with 
their skills. Often, it's the simplest of things 
that trip up my students, but it's those small 
skills that can seem so tricky but once taught 
became so easy." 

Her students are taught to embrace the 
imperfections in their work though. "As adults 
we can really struggle with not being an 
expert, but those wonky stitches, the ragged 
cut lines and poorly pressed seams are all 
essential lessons on the way to developing as 
a maker," she says. 

Claire-Louise thinks backto when she 
herself was a beginner, tackling the art of 
dressmaking as a young child. She worked 
away on her simple chain stitch machine 
(which she still has to this very day), to make 


T YOU ARE LOOKING TO CREATE THE 
PERFECT PECE, THE LAST THNG YOU 
WANT TO DO B DESTROY THE ORIGNAL! 


her own teddy bear and to craft a suitable 
wardrobe of clothes for her beloved Cindy 
doll. Pre-Cindy doll, there was a favourite 
stone (yes, stone!) she would make skirts and 
capes for. We've all got to start somewhere! 

The costumer's career had a rewarding full 
circle moment when one of the amazing 
dresses she made in 1994 for the National 

= 3 Theatre turned up in 

a hire department in 
2013 when she was 
sourcing dresses for 
a show. "Although 
a little less bouncy 
than when new, it 
had survived really 
well, and was 
apparently a very popular dress in the hire 
department," she recalls. 


WRITE ON 

The latest venture for Claire-Louise is her new 
book, Clone Your Clothes. But this isn't this 
craft queen's first rodeo because she's been 

a published author since 2015, with her first 
book The Great British Sewing Bee - Fashion 
with Fabric becoming a best seller. 

Clone Your Clothes is "an instructional how 
to bookthat walks you through the processes 
of creating your own pattern from a favourite 
piece of clothing, without needing to take it 
apart," she explains. Because let's face it... If 
you're looking to recreate the perfect piece, 
the last thing you're going to want to do is 
destroy the original! 

Keen to provide a resource for all, she 
notes: "Since everyone's favourite clothes will 


— А GOOD READ 


differ so greatly, | wanted to provide an easily 
digestible practical roadmap that the reader 
can use to cherry pick the bits that relate to 
their own clothes." 

Why is the art of 'cloning' clothes so 
important to Claire-Louise? "The cloning 
process allows you to build a mini library of 
‘capsule’ garment patterns," she remarks. 
Anyone who has "successfully made one or 
two garments from 


Above A couple of dresses Claire-Louise made for 
hercloning sewing experiment Right Claire- 
Louise with her V&A Masters project 


sewing in wonderful company and relaxed 
surroundings," remarked another. 


REPAIR, REUSE, RECYCLE 

As well as cloning being a useful skill to 
have in order to create your dream item, it is 
also a sustainability 


asewing pattern" can 

jump straight into the 

book and give it a go. 
The handbook 

comes in two halves, 

with one coined 

the 'Cloning school 


— 


"| MAKE WHEN I NEED THINGS RATHER 
THAN МАКНО FOR То OWN SAE. 
CURRENTLY | DONT NEED ANYMORE” 


— 


statement as your 
new refined wardrobe 
of perfect garments 
will avoid ill-fitting, 
regrettable purchases. 
For Claire-Louise, 
her sewing has always 


— 


to outline the 

techniques and the other the 'Design school' 
which is about putting the theories into 
practice with actual projects. 


HOBBIES AND HOLIDAYS 

As well as finding time for work, teaching and 
writing, Claire-Louise hosts regular 'Sew- 
Cation' breaks around the UK where sewists 
from all over come together to get creative. 
There are two sewing tutors, a bustling sewing 
room and lots of fun to be had. The invite is 
open to all abilities, and it provides a chance 
to share top tips and have some uninterrupted 
stitching time. All 2024 events are completely 
booked up and even have waitlists! Previous 
attendees have given an abundance of 

praise for the set-up, with many repeat 
customers. "It couldn't have been better," 

said one, and: "It was great to talk all things 


had an eco-element 
with her make-do-and-mend attitude. "My 
background as a wardrobe mistress means 
my working practice has always been about 
maintaining and sustaining costumes for 
a production. This means | had to learn about 
repairs, dyes, cleaning etc and I've applied 
those principles to my personal sewing 
practice." She adds: "| make when | need 
things rather than making for its own sake. 
Currently | don’t need any more clothes." 
Feeling inspired to get going? You'll find one 
of Claire-Louise's projects from her most 
recent book on page 59. 


i Rachel (she/her) is a writer, 
blogger and mum. She loves 
getting creative with her interiors 
at her home in Bristol when she 

= hastime! @rachel_recommends 


QUICK-FIRE QUESTIONS 


Ask the expert - here are some 
tips and advice from the pro! 


What is your favourite behind-the- 
scenes sewing hack? 

You can remove odours from clothes with 
a water/vodka spritz. The alcohol 
evaporates taking the odour molecules 
away. Always test though as the vodka can 
remove colour! 


Do you help friends and family with 
their sewing needs? 

My friends and family have worked out that 
I'm so busy they will have to wait far too 
long, so | rarely get asked (maybe that was 
my strategy all along...) but they do ask my 
advice on where to get things done, or 
where to find learning resources to master 
things for themselves. 


What's the one sewing task you dread? 
Hand-sewn rolled hems. l'm not great at 
this technique and am usually dissatisfied 
with my efforts. In a large costume 
workshop, there was always a hand finisher, 
so | could pass that task onto someone 
with better skills than me. 


What is your one piece of advice for 
new sewists? 

Don't start with cheap fabric you don't love. 
l've seen many beginners arrive to 

a dressmaking class with fabric that was so 
cheap it hindered their progress, and once 
sewn they ended up with a garment they 
didn't love because of that fabric. 
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LONE A LAN 


Here's a great first project for you to get to 
grips with cloning your own clothes — from 
Claire-Louise Hardie's new book 


BOOK EXTRACT 


Ф 


YOU WILL NEED 

Е Basic tool kit 

В А well-fitting camisole top 

Е Fabric for a toile (muslin) 

Е Fabric for your final cloned 
version 

Е Lining fabric 

Е Interfacing 

Е Lingerie strap adjusters if your 
cami has those 

Е Matching thread 


NOTES: 

В It’s important to work on the same 
side/half of the garment while you 
clone, so that you can easily align 
side seams when you need to true 
up and walk the seamlines on 
your pattern. 
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Centre front grainline 
eumuredg xoeq eque 


Cross grain - aligned with 
centre front/hem corner 


Cross grain aligned with 
centre back/hem corner 


FABRIC QUANTITY 

This UK size 14 (US size 10) cami top used 0.75m 
(вуд) of main fabric 150cm (60in) wide and 
used 0.75m (%yd) of lining fabric. 


CLONING METHODS USED 
Direct Measuring; Tracing 


PATTERN PIECE INVENTORY 
1 x cami front 
1 x cami back 
1 xlong strap 
1 x short strap 


PREPARE THE CAMI AND ESTABLISH 

THE GRAINLINES 

Step one Ensure the garment is pressed and at 
the stage of washing that fits you best. 

Step two For this project | chose to clone from 
the right side of the garment, as the lining 
restricted me from seeing the outer layer well. 
To establish where the grainline is on both the 
centre front and the centre back, fold the 
garment in half so that the back and front face 
away from one another, and then line up the 
side seams carefully on top of one another. 
Step three To secure the side seams, pin 
through them starting at the underarm and 
working towards the hem. It's more important 
to match the neckline area up exactly than the 
hem, as sometimes garments can get a little bit 


wonky in production. If the hem doesn't line up 
perfectly that’s okay, as you can fix that later. 
Step four Next, pin through the dart from one 
front piece to the other, aligning them perfectly 
Step five Now pin around the upper neckline 
edge on both the front and the back. 

Step six After that’s done, pin the fold at both 
the centre front and the centre back. You can 
also press a crease into it. Personally, | like to use 
pins to ensure it remains flat as | clone. 2) 


PREPARE YOUR PATTERN PAPER 

Step one You need a piece of pattern paper 
that’s at least 10cm (4in) wider and longer than 
the section of garment you plan to clone. For 
both the cami front and back, | cut a rectangle 
of paper that was 35cm (14in) wide by 55cm 
(22in) long. 

Step two Mark up your balance lines on the 
paper in the following way. The longer vertical 
line is your grainline; the shorter horizontal line 
will be the hemline/cross grain. Be sure to leave 
enough clearance to add the hem allowance. 
The balance lines for the back will mirror those 
at the front, as in the diagram above. @ 


CLONE THE CAMI BACK 

Step one Place the centre back fold along the 
long vertical balance line (the grainline) and 
align the bottom corner of the hem with the 
shorter balance line. 


BOOK БАШ 


Step two Anchor the centre back of the cami 
top in place on the paper. © 

Step three When you're using a lightweight, 
slippery fabric such as this, the fabric can be 
easily manipulated into an incorrect shape or 
taken off grain. Since | was working with the 
garment right side up, | couldn't draw 
anchoring lines across the chest area, as in the 
basic tracing method. Instead, establish the 
cross grain by finding tension across the chest 
area at right angles to the underarm area. When 
you're pulling lightly from the underarm, it 
should feel nice and stable when you're on the 
true cross grain (indicated by the line on the 
photo below). Once you feel that, anchor the 
underarm point. 2 

Step four Now continue smoothing out from 
the fold across to the side seam, ensuring that 
the stable cross grain remains at 90° to the 
grainline/centre back fold. 

Step five Anchor in place with pins/weights 
down the side seam until you reach the 
hemline. 

Step six Anchor the cami to the paper around 
the top from the centre back to the peak and 
then around the armhole. © 

Step seven The hemline is the next place to 
anchor. We know from the garment analysis 
that the hem is curved. It’s important that the 
very first section of hemline coming out from 
the centre back is a right angle for approx. Icm 


LINE DRAWINGS 


Front Back 


(in). This is why we draw the shorter balance 
line. Once that is anchored, you can then ensure 
that the rest of the hem curves т a nice smooth 
arch up to the side seam. Anchor in place, as we 
did before. 


MARK THE SEAMLINES 

Step one Using a pencil, draw around the hem, 
closely following the line of the garment and 
making a note of the side seam. 

Step two Then draw around the armhole up to 
the peak and across the back on either side of 
the straps. Make a note that there is a little 
squared-off top at the peak where the strap 
slots in. 

Step three To mark the side seam, you'll need 
your tracing wheel. Carefully mark through the 
side seam in small sections to avoid dragging 
the fabric too much. If any area feels too thick, 
then push a big pin through into the paper 
instead. | wiggle the pin a little to ensure that | 
will see the hole on the paper. 

Step four Make a note of the place where the 
dart hits the side seam at the back, as it’s useful 
to have a notch on the pattern here. 

Step five Carefully peel back where you've 
anchored the side seam and check that you did 
actually mark the side seam on your paper. If 
you haven't, it's easier to try again when just а 
little area has been peeled off than after 
removing the whole garment. 


CUTTING LAYOUT 


Back 


Tong Ss] 
саз 


Cami Top #2 


Ë 


Folded Edge 
Folded Edge 


TRUETHESEAMLINES 

Step one Carefully remove the back of the cami 
from your paper. Keep all the pins that are 
holding the centre back fold and neckline in 
place until you finish the whole cloning process. 
Step two Use a pencil to mark where the pin 
pricks are in the paper at the side seam. 

Step three Measure the width of the strap and 
then make sure the little squared-off shape at the 
peak of the neckline is the same measurement. 
Adjust if your tracing is different. 22 

Step four Using both a straight ruler and curved 
one, smooth off and true your side seam, the 
neckline and the underarm shape. Ensure that 
any line that intersects the centre back line has 
a right angle of at least 1cm (Yin) at the 
beginning of the line. 


CLONE THE LOWER SECTION OF THE 
CAMIFRONT 

Step one You'll notice that you can't lay the 
front completely flat due to the side bust dart. 
To clone this and create а dart, you'll need to 
extract the lower section below the dart first, 
then allocate the dart and finally extract the 
upper section above the dart. 

Step two Measure the depth of your dart; in my 
example, this was 3cm (1'4in), making the total 
amount allowed for the dart бст (2%in). 

Step three Anchor the centre front of your cami 
to the long vertical balance line (the grainline), 
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BOOK FAIRA 


SEAM ALLOWANCES 
mmm €— 
є — 
+! — 
as before. Step two Usea ruler to draw in straight dart 


Step four Then line up the shorter horizontal 
line with the corner of the centre front/hem. 
Step five About 1cm (т) below the dart, locate 
where the cross grain feels nice and taut and 
anchor it at 90° to your centre front, just as you 
did for the back. 

Step six Now continue pinning/anchoring the 
side seam from that point down to the hem. 
Step seven Use a pencil to mark the hem and 
then use your tracing wheel or a pin to markthe 
side seam up to the bottom of the dart, and 
then along the length of the dart up to the tip. 


CLONETHE UPPER SECTION OF THE 

CAMI FRONT 

Step one Remove the pins or weights that are 
holding the cami to the paper below the dart, 
except for those placed horizontally across the 
chest line and the one at the dart tip. Carefully 
peel back the fabric and check that you have 
marks for your side seam; re-do if necessary. 
Step two Peel back the upper armhole corner 
and mark a spot above the first leg of the dart 
that is equal to the total depth of your dart; in 
my example, this is бст (2%in). This provides a 
guideline for where to swing the upper part of 
the top to. ® 

Step three Swing the dart up towards your 
placement mark. When it lies flat, anchor the 
upper section of the cami in place. Ф 

Step four Trace the neckline and armhole. 

Step five Then use your tracing wheel or a pin to 
trace in the second dart leg and the upper part 
of the side seam. 

Step six Check you have sufficient marks on the 
paper and remove the garment from the 
pattern paper. 


TRUE THE DART AND CREATE THE 
OUTSIDE DART CAP 

Step one Measure the lower dart leg and then 
ensure the upper dart leg is the same length 
and correct if necessary. 
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legs. Then true the dart 2 


USE DIRECT MEASURING TO DRAW OUT 
THE STRAP PATTERNS 

Step one Measure the longer strap, including 
the section underneath the slider. In my 
example, this was 35cm (14in) long. Add seam 
allowances to each end: one end will be the 
standard 1cm (%in), the other will be 2.5cm (Тіп) 
to allow for the slider to be easily attached. Total 
length = 38.5cm (15%in). 

Step two Now measure the width. In my 
example, this was 0.5cm (Yin). Multiply this by 
2, а it's a tube, then add a 2cm (%in) seam 
allowance (i.e. 1cm/4in for each side of tube). 
Total width = 3cm (Тип). 

Step three Repeat this process to create the 
smaller strap. 


FINALIZE YOUR PATTERN PIECES 

Step one Spend some time measuring your 
garment pieces and comparing them to the 
corresponding pattern pieces. Key areas to pay 
attention to are length of the centre front and 
back, the side seams and the measurements 
across the chest/ back. 

Step two True any pattern pieces that you 
haven't already done and then walk all the 
seams to make sure they match up. 

Step three Start at the hem, and work up to the 
armhole. Mark where the dart hits the back 
pattern piece with a notch. Adjust as necessary. 
Step four Usea curved ruler to create a smooth 
underarm curve, correcting any differences in 
length between the front and back side seams. 
Step five Re-align the side seams at the hem, 
and check it’s a nice shaped curve ‘run’. Correct 
if necessary. 

Step six Peel off the sticky tape holding the dart 
closed, and use a pencil to draw in the shaping 
(the dart cap) at the side seam. 

Step seven Use a curved ruler to smooth the 
front neckline shape, as you did on the back. 


MORE IDEAS TO TRY 


Forapeplum style cami, shorten the cami 

topby 18cm (7in) attheside seams, cutting 
asastraightline. Then cut adeep rectangular 
piece (approx. 18cm/7in) to create a deep frill 
forthebottom hem. 


Using an existing slip skirt that fits well, you 

can easily extend the length of the cami at 
theside seams down (into a mini, midi or maxi 
skirt shape) to create а chic slip dress from this 
camisole shape. 

Foranalternative look, changethe shape of 

thefront neckline of the cami from a V neck 
to straight across. You can easily increase and 
decrease the Vneckto suit. 


Step eight Make sure that the peak of the front 
cami is the correct width for the straps, as you 
did for the back piece. D 

Step nine Refer to the hem measurement of 
your original garment, and then decide on your 
preferred seam allowance. | like to use 1cm 
(in), but the standard in home sewing patterns 
is 1.5cm (%in). Add your seam allowances to the 
pattern pieces (see illustration top left). 

Step ten Label your pattern pieces - Cami front, 
Cami back, Strap 1 etc. - and add all the relevant 
notches and grainlines. 


TIP: Trace off the front and back pattern pieces 
to create a lining pattern, or use the same 
pattern but trim off 2cm (3/4in) from the hems. 


SIMPLE CONSTRUCTION ORDER 

Step one Stabilize the neckline/armhole edges 
of the cami fronts and backs (both main fabric 
and lining). 

5tep two Sew the bust darts into both the outer 
cami front and the lining front. 

Step three Join the cami front to back at the side 
seams in both outer fabric and lining. 

Step four Make up the short straps and attach 
the ring. 

Step five Make up the longer straps, and slide 
through the back ring, attach the slider to 
create one continuous adjustable strap. 

Step six Pin the straps to the corresponding 
front and back peaks of the outer cami. 

Step seven Sew the lining around the upper 
edge of the cami, sandwiching the straps 
between the two layers. Understitch and then 
press the lining to the inside. 

Step eight Hem both the lining and the outer layer 
of the cami with a narrow double-folded hem. 


CLONE 
В. CLOTHES 


This is an extract from Clone 
Your Clothes by Claire-Louise 
Hardie published by David 
and Charles, £16.99. Follow 
Claire-Louise on Instagram 


@thriftystitcher 


FLAG HACK 


seam bunting 


project for all occasions! Technical Editor 


Sew our quick and easy one 


Sarah Taylor shows you how 


IO 
LR 
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YOU WILL NEED 

E 10 x Fat quarters of quilting cotton 
Е Ат Bias binding 

В Point turner 

Е Matching thread 

Е Basic sewing kit 


FABRICS USED 

В Fat quarters from Heirloom Бу 
Sharon Holland for Art 
Gallery Fabrics. 


NOTES 

Е Download the template from 
gathered.how/ss-templates 

Е This will make 4m of bunting, 
but you can add more by making 
more flags and using more 
bias binding. 

Е If using a directional print, 
consider the orientation of the 
flag, once it has been sewn. 
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CUTTING OUT 

Step one Download and print the template. 
Step two Place the template on the fold of your 
fabric and cut out the shape. You should be able 
to cut out two flags from each fat quarter. 


STITCH THE FLAGS 

Step one With right sides (RS) together, pin and 
stitch along the seam line, backstitching at the 
start and end. 

Step two Snip the corner off, being careful not 
to snip through the stitching line. 

Step three Turn the bunting flag through to the 
RS and push the corner out with a point turner 
or blunt knitting needle. © 

Step four With the seam in the middle on the 
back of the flag, press in place. 

Step five Repeat steps for the remaining flags. 


ADD THE BINDING 

Step one Fold the bias binding in half and press 
with a warm iron (test it first to make sure that 
you don't melt the binding). 

Step two Leave 20cm of bias binding free at 
each end and then add the bunting flags into 
the fold that you just made and pin in place. 
Place the flags at your desired intervals. We 
used 4cm between our flags. 

Step three Sew along the bias binding from the 
start, enclosing the flags as you go, and 
continue on to the end of the binding. 


Sewist and cat enthusiast, 
Sarah Taylor (she/her), has 
made her own clothes for 
more than 20 years and can 
be found on Instagram at 
@likesewamazing 


br | AHEAD 


Keep your cool with Jess Entwistle's versatile 
bucket hat — a lightweight wardrobe essential 
that's easy to pack for all your travels 


JELE-URAET 


YOU WILL NEED 

Е Fabric A: 0.5mx112cm - Outer and 
Brim 

Е Fabric B: 50x50cm - Lining 

В Vlieseline M12 medium weight 
sew-in interlining: 0.5m 

Е 25mm cotton bias binding - 58cm 
(for Small), or 60cm (for Medium), 
or 62cm (for Large) 

Е Matching thread 

Е Basic sewing kit 


FABRIC USED 

Е Dashwood Studios Night Jungle 
prints - Outers 

Е Kona Solids, Limelight and Candy 
Pink - Lining 

Е Vlieseline products supplied by 
vlieseline.com 


NOTES 

Е Download the template from 
gathered.how/ss-templates 

Е Use a Icm seam allowance. 

Е Templates include seam 
allowance. 

Е Pay attention to fabric placement 
if your fabric is directional. 

Е Fabric is cut on the horizontal fold 
for all templates apart from the 
hat top. 

Е Use a walking foot if you have 
one, to help sew through thick 
layers. 

Е Our hat comes in three sizes: Small 
56cm, Medium 58cm and Large 
60cm. The instructions are the 
same whichever size you make. 

Е Measure around your head to 
determine your size before 
cutting out your fabric. 


CUTTING OUT 

Step one From fabric A, cut: 

Top Outer: one 

Side Outer: two 

Brim Outer: four 

Step two From fabric B, cut: 

Top Lining: one 

Side Lining: two 

Step three From sew-in interlining, cut: 

Top Interlining: one 

Side Interlining: two 

Brim Interlining: four 

Step four Baste your Interlinings to the wrong 
side (WS) of their corresponding Fabric A Outer 
hat pieces, within the seam allowance. 


MAKING THE НАТТОР 

Step one Place the Side Outers right sides (RS) 
together. Sew both short sides together. Ф 
Step two Press seams open, then topstitch 
either side of both seams. ® 
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Step three Mark the quarter and eighth points 
on both curved edges of your finished Side 
Outer piece and your Top Outer piece. Do this 
by folding them in half, marking those creases 
with an erasable pen, then folding in half again, 
so that the just-marked points match etc. 
Repeat to create eight even-marked points. 
Step four Snip into the top smaller curve ofthe 
Side Outer, within the seam allowance. This 
makes it easier to join to the Top Outer. 

Step five Clip/pin Top Outer to the Side Outer, 
RS together, matching all marked points, The 
two side seams need to the clipped to the left 
and right sides of your Top Outer if your print is 
directional. 

Step six Sew together. ® 

Step seven Trim away the excess seam fabric 
from the Side Outer, leaving 3mm or so 
(trimming the fabric which was snipped), don't 
trim the excess Top Outer fabric. Finger press 
the Top Outer seam down on top of the Sides 
Outer, turn RS out, topstitch around the top of 
the sewn hat top, just below the hat seam. [оа] 
Step eight Make your Lining as for your Outer, 
but this time don't topstitch around the seams. 
Trim away excess seam fabric from the circular 
top. Turn WS out and place inside your Outer 
hat, matching side seams and marked points. 
Baste the edges together within the seam 
allowance to hold everything in place. This is 
now your Hat Main. 


MAKING THE BRIM 

Step one Place two Brim Outers RS together, 
matching all edges. Sew both short sides 
together, press seams open. Repeat steps with 
your second two Brim Outers. Mark the quarter 
and eighth points, as before, for all curved 
edges. 

Step two Pin/clip both sewn Brims RS together, 
matching seams and marked points. Sew 
together around the outside curved edge. Ф 
Step three Trim away excess fabric leaving 
approx. 2mm outside of the sewn seam. Turn 
Brim RS out. Push out the seam and press. 

Step four Pin/clip your Brim inner curved edges 
WS together, matching the side seams and 
marked points. 

Step five Topstitch along the outer seam edge, 
then sew circular rows Icm apart, starting Icm 
inside from your outside topstitching. Start and 
stop sewing each row at the same side seam on 
the Brim. 

Step six Baste the inner curved edges of the 
Brim together. withing the seam allowance. ® 


JOINING BRIMTO TOP 

Step one Place your Hat Main inside your Brim, 
RS together (so the RS of the Brim is facing your 
Hat Main). Clip/pin together, matching side 
seams and marked points. ® 

Step two Baste the Brim to Hat Main, within the 
seam allowance. 


УЕА 
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Step three Take your bias binding and open out 
the folded sides at the ends. Pin, then sew the 
two short sides RS together. 

Step four Finger press the seam open, then 
smooth the folds back in place. Topstitch 
around the slightly wider side. 

Step five Open out the fold from the shorter 
side and mark the quarter and eighth points in 
the same way as before. 

Step six Pin/clip your bias binding RS together 
to the just sewn hat seam, matching all marked 
points. The bias will stretch to fit. Sew the 
binding to hat with a 1cm seam allowance. 
Step seven To reduce bulk from the just sewn 
seam, unpick the basting stitches joining your 
Hat Main to the Brim and trim away the excess 
Hat Main fabric from outside of the seam. Using 
your fingers, smooth the bias over so that it 
covers the Lining, turn your hat RS out and 
smooth the Outer fabric away from the seam. 
Step eight Topstitch in the same way as you did 
for your Hat Main. 


í ~ Jess Entwhistle (she/her) is 
j a freelance designer maker. 


ar She shares her makes at 


4 @jessellybgood – a name 
inspired by her childhood 


4 
< 
ші ^ nickname, Jelly! 
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INTRODUCING OUR NEW WEBSITE... gurmecia 


Q 


Your one-stop shop for finding the best offers for our magazines and managing your subscription, your way 


BLACK FRIDAY 98 
OFFERS 


= “+ 
5 » 
EN 


Your subscriptions (5) 


Only active 


Knitting Cröchet бабок lilting 
ОПЕК бей сету БЕО 


Get exclusive discounts on over 20 best-selling magazines 


Choose how you read our content — whether a print edition in the post, 
or digitally on your device 


Buy a gift subscription for a friend or loved one 
Purchase one of our one-off special edition magazines 


<<< SOS 


Find back issues if you missed an issue in the shops 


ALREADY A Visit ourmediashop.com/myaccount to register today and manage 


your subscription(s) - update your details, check when your next issue 15 
SUBSCRIBER? coming, contact customer service, PLUS, be the first to know about our 
latest promotions and exclusive offers 


VISIT OURMEDIASHOP.COM TODAY 


to see our latest offers or to register your subscription 


"^ AERE GEN 


perfec? plushie P m hera 
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YOU WILL NEED 

№ Ivory dimple cuddle plush fabric: 
78x50cm 

Е Ivory smooth cuddle plush fabric: 
40x50cm 

Е Pink smooth cuddle plush: 
65x30cm 

ш Thick quilt wadding: 80x35cm 

ш Thin quilt wadding: 80x40cm 

В Polyester toy filling: 100g 

Е Black stranded cotton 

Е Pink stranded cotton 

E Long doll making needle 

Е Basic sewing kit 


FABRICS USED 

Е Cuddle plush in Dimple Ivory, 
Smooth Ivory and Smooth Coral, 
all by Shannon Fabrics. 


NOTES 

Е Download the template from 
gathered.how/ss-templates 

Е Fabric measurements are W x H. 

В Templates include seam 
allowances. 

В Use 6mm seam allowances 
throughout unless otherwise 
indicated. 

Е Arrows on the templates indicate 
direction of plush fabric pile. 

Е Fasten off at the beginning and 
end of stitching, unless otherwise 
indicated. 

Е Remove tacking stitches after 
sewing. 

Е Finished size approximately 16cm 
tall with pearl inside. 


CUTTING OUT 

Step one Download and print the templates. 
Step two Pin the pattern pieces onto the reverse 
of the fabrics and draw around them. Transfer 
all markings as indicated. 

Step three From the ivory dimple plush, cut: 
Shell Back: one pair 

Hinge: four pairs 

Step four From the pink plush, cut: 

Shell Front: one pair 

Step five From the ivory plush, cut: 

Shell Front Top: one pair 

Pearl: five 


MAKING THE CLAM SHELL 

Step one Pin the Shell Front piece to the Shell 
Front Top piece, with right sides (RS) together, 
between points A and B. The pieces are 
opposing curves, so will need adjusting to lie 
smoothly together. Matching the fabric edges, 
pin the centre marks first and then the two 
ends. Check from the RS that the ends are 
equally placed against the Shell Front piece. 
Continue to pin the rest of the edges and then 
tack. Sew, slowly, from the Shell Front Top side, 
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taking care not to pucker the fabrics as you 
work. Remove the tacking stitches and clip 
notches in the seam to ease the curve. 22 


Step two Turn the completed piece so the RS is 
facing up towards you. Lay a piece of same sized 
thin wadding on the wrong side (WS) of the 
piece and pin or clip around the fabric edges to 
keep them together. 

Step three Transfer the quilt lines to the RS of 
the fabric, using a light pencil or disappearing 
marker. If you prefer not to draw on the fabric, 
use a method of pinning to create the lines. Lay 
the Shell Front template over the RS of the 
fabric, to use as your guide. Pin first at the 
centre of each V point of each scallop shape at 
the top. Then poke and mark though the 
template with a light pencil dot at the bottom 
of each quilt line. Remove the template and use 
the edge of a ruler to impress the line between 
the top and bottom pins of each stitching line. 
Pin along all the lines in this way. Ф 

Step four Sew the lines, without fastening оп 
and off at the start and end of sewing. Sew 
slowly and push the fabric firmly down with 
your fingers as you sew, to help avoid the fabric 
shifting. Once the machine sewing is complete, 
use a needle to take each thread that lies on the 
RS of the fabric through to the WS. Fasten off by 
tying knots in each pair of threads .© 

Step five Trim any excess wadding from around 
the fabric edges. 


Step six Take a pair of Hinge pieces and lay them 
RS together. Place a piece of thin wadding on 
the WS of one piece and pin the three layers 
together. Sew from point E to point D and 
continue to point C, leaving the longest edge 
open. Trim the seam and the corner. Turn RS 
out. Oversew along open edge to keep it neat. 
Step seven Transfer the quilt lines from the 
template to the RS of the fabric, either by 
drawing or by using pins placed in a gentle 
curve. Sew the lines. Do not fasten on and off by 
machine, instead fasten off all the threads by 
hand after sewing. Repeat the above steps to 
make the opposite Hinge. Ф 

Step eight Рт the longest side of each Hinge 
piece on either side of the Shell Front piece, as 
indicated on the template. They should face 
inwards and just about meet each other at the 
centre mark of the Shell Front piece. Double 
check that the orientation is correct, that the 
plush pile will run downwards on each piece 
and that the hinges will be even with one 
another when sewn in. Tack each hinge in place, 
close to the fabric edges. (05) 

Step nine Take the Shell Back piece апа follow 
steps above, to sew the quilt lines. Use the 
thicker wadding to place under the WS of the 
fabric, for a bouncier look. (06) 

Step ten Lay the quilted Shell Back piece over 
the top of the quilted Shell Front piece, RS 
facing, with the Hinges sandwiched between 


ІШ 


them. Pin and clip all around, matching the 
fabric edges. Also check you have matched the 
seams sewn between the Shell Front and Shell 
Front Top pieces on both sides. Tack the layers 
together and trim away a little of the wadding 
at the fabric edges to reduce some bulk in the 
seam. Sew very slowly, especially around the 
tight top curves, using a slightly larger seam 
allowance of 8mm. Check that the fabrics do not 
bunch or shift as you work. Leave a gap for 
turning the shell RS out, as indicated. Trim the 
seam all around. Clip notches around the top 
curves, and especially in the deep V shapes. 
Step eleven Turn the shell RS out. Push out all 
the seams using your stuffing stick, to smooth 
them out. Add a small amount of stuffing, to 
adda little extra puffiness, keeping it evenly 
distributed. Turn under raw edges of the fabric 
at the opening, and ladder stitch it closed. 

Step twelve Repeat the above, to sew the other 
shell half and its pair of hinges. 

Step thirteen Connect the two shell halves by 
sewing together the Hinges of each one. Pin the 
Hinge pieces together along their base edges. 
Ladder stitch along the seams to join them, 
using extra strong thread. Include the pointed 
bases of the shells in the stitching. & 


MAKING THE PEARL 
Step one Lay out the five Pearl pieces. Check the 
plush pile on all pieces is running in the same 


direction. Pin, tack and sew one Pearl piece toa 
second Pearl piece, with RS facing, down their 
long sides. With RS facing, sew the third and 
fourth Pearl piece together in the same way. 
Join these two pairs down one edge, RS 
together, then sew the fifth Pearl piece to the 
remaining two fabric edges, to close up the ball 
shape. On this seam, leave a gap in the centre so 
the pearl can be turned RS out. Trim the seams 
as you work, to reduce the bulk and cut notches 
if your fabric requires it. Importantly, double 
check that each seam meets all the other seams 
at each end, to ensure the ball shape is fully 
sewn up. 

Step two Stuff the pearl firmly, using your 
fingers and a stuffing stick. The ball shape 
should be full and rounded. Leave the opening 
at the back unsewn for now. 

Step three Using the images to guide you, draw 
where the eyes and mouth should sit or use pins 
to mark the position. The eyes should sit about 
65mm down from the very top of the pearl, 
where all the stitching meets, and you can use 
the seam lines to help evenly place them. 
Double knot three strands of black stranded 
cotton and using the long doll needle, insert it 
through the opening in the back of the pearl up 
through the stuffing, emerging at the place the 
first eye sits. Satin stitch a small eye. Take the 
needle down through to the WS of the fabric 
and emerge at the second eye position. 


Satin stitch the second eye in the same way. 
Fasten off with a small stitch at the very edge of 
the eye. Take the thread well away from the area 
before snipping it off. 

Step four Use three strands of pink stranded 
cotton to backstitch the mouth. Draw the 
position or place pins to mark out the curved 
shape. When happy with the placement, double 
knot the thread and insert the doll needle 
through the pearl from the opening at the back. 
Emerge at the mouth area and backstitch the 
mouth using a small stitch length. Fasten off 
with a tiny stitch before taking the thread away 
from the face and snipping it off. 

Step five Turn under the raw edges of the 
opening at the back of the pearl and ladder 
stitch closed, using a matching thread. 

Step six You can sew a few hand stitches to 
attach the pearl into the shell, or leave it free, so 
it can be played with separately. 

Step seven Go around the toy and release any 
trapped plush from the seams, using the blunt 
end of a large needle. 


Lucy Ward (she/her) is 

a designer-maker based in 
Shropshire, UK. See more on 
Instagram @thewhistling 
cowgirl and at thewhistling 
cowgirl.etsy.com 


URL 
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Your greatest discovery yet 


Whether you want to cruise the coastlines of 
the Caribbean, Rome further from home or 
marvel at the heights of the northern lights, 
we've got it all. 


Find expert guides, get inspired and uncover 
exclusive deals. All this and more, for FREE. 


CRUISE 
COLLECTIVE 


TEMPLATES 


Here are the full-size 
templates for the shell toy 
and bucket hat in issue 124 


SHELL 101 


PAGE 69 
ACTUAL SIZE 


PEARL 
Cut five 
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— TEMPLATE 
SHELL TOY 


PAGE 69 
ACTUAL SIZE 


SHELL FRONT `, 
Cut one pair on fold `, 
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SHELL TOY 


PAGE 69 
ACTUAL SIZE 


SHELL BACK 4 
(РАВТА) \ 
Cut one pair on fold 4 


3903 SIHLDNOTV ЭМИ MINO MIS 
3148 WI 30 d104 NO LND 


ATTACH TO PATTERN PIECE B HERE 
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— JEMPLATE 
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ЗЕЦ TOY 


РАСЕ 69 
ACTUAL SIZE 


HINGE 
Cut four pairs 


ATTACH TO PATTERN PIECE A HERE 


SHELL BACK 
(PART B) 


3903 SIHL ONOW INT 11100 
2148993 ЧО 9104 NO 102 = 


Thank you for making these projects from Simply Sewing. 
The copyright for these templates belongs to the designer of the project. 
They work hard to create projects for you to enjoy, so please don't re-sell or distribute their work without permission. Please do not make any part of the templates or instructions available to others through 
your website or a third party, or copy it multiple times without our permission. Copyright law protects creative work and unauthorised copying is illegal. 
We appreciate your help. 
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You'll find essential information, 
useful stitches and key sewing 
techniques on these pages. 


Sewing 


FRESH IDEAS WITH FABRIC 


ТЕ 


HOW 10 MEASURE 
ШУМЕН 


ALWAYS MEASURE YOURSELF 
BEFORE you choose a pattern size 
to cut out. The sizes do vary greatly 
from pattern to pattern, so it’s 
always best to measure yourself 
accurately and then refer to the 
pattern’s size chart to find your 
size. The chart will usually be 
printed on the pattern envelope 
or on the instructions inside. 
Measure yourself т your 
underwear and preferably in the 
bra you'll be wearing underneath 


HN 10 USE 


Preparing your fabric and cutting 
out your sewing pattern accurately 
is just as important as the actual 
sewing. Wash your fabric before 
you begin as fabric can shrink and 
run. Once dry, press it well. 


PREPARING THE PATTERN 

Patterns often come with several 
options of different finishes so you 
may have more pieces than you 
need. The instruction sheet will tell 
you which pieces to use. Roughly 
cut out all of the pieces outside the 
lines then press the pieces using 

a dry iron on a low heat to remove 
the folds and creases. 


CUTTING OUT THE PATTERN 
Choose your size using your 
measurements and the size chart. 
Cut along the corresponding lines 
on your pattern. When you reach 
any fiddly curves, take care to cut 
along the correct size lines. 


CUTTING LAYOUTS 


Choose the correct one for the 
width of fabric you're using, the 
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HEIGHT 


barefoot, then measure 


BACK WAIST LENGTH 


From the top of your 

spine at the base of from the top of your 
E 

jour neck to your head to the floor| 


natural 


your garment as this can alter the 
measurements slightly. Use a fabric 
tape measure as it'll curve around 
your body well for accuracy. You 
can measure on your own if you 
stand in front of a mirror, but, for 
best results, ask a friend to help so 
they can check the tape measure is 
sitting in the right places. Make 
sure the tape measure sits snugly 
around you but is not pulled tight. 
Take the measurements shown in 
the diagram and note them down. 


tline, around 
= ea 
ithe slimmest part 
= U 
of your waist 


A PAL TERN 


size you're cutting and the style of 

garment. Many patterns have more 
than one option (or view) and each 
one can have a different layout. 


CUTTING OUT 

Lay your fabric flat and smooth it 
out. Fold or place the fabric as 
shown on the cutting layout. Lay 
the pattern pieces in the order and 
right side or wrong side up as 
shown. Check to make sure that ( 
the grainlines on the pattern аге 1 
parallel with the selvedges by ' | 
measuring. Pin your pattern pieces i Лу i 
carefully in place and cut around 
them through the fabric using 

a pair of dressmaker's shears. 


PATTERN MARKINGS | 


Pleats: These lines are matched Arrows: Grainline arrows are used 
up to create pleats on the cut to show which direction to pin the 
out fabric pieces. pattern on the fabric. The grainline 
runs parallel to the fabric edge. 


Notches: Shown as 
triangles or small 
lines, these are 

_ marked on the 
edges and are 
mainly used for 
matching up 
pattern pieces. 


TRANSFERRING MARKINGS 

The markings on the pattern 
pieces need to be transferred to 
the fabric. They're really important 
for matching up fabric pieces later 
and for positioning elements such 
as darts and pockets. You can mark 
these with chalk, fabric markers, 
snips on the fabric, or with small 
tacking stitches. 


Darts: These 
lines are for 
matching up to 
create darts 
within the 
fabric pieces. 


о 


TRACING PATTERNS =) 


Неге at Simply Sewing HQ мете working hard to 
make our magazine a welcoming and inclusive place 
for all members of the sewing community. One 
aspect of this is to increase our pattern sizing. In 
order to do this, we have decided to print our pattern 
sheets double-sided so that we can fit as many pieces 
and size ranges on the sheets and still fit them inside 
their paper envelopes. 

This means that you will need to trace off the 
patterns if you want to make use of all sizes. We are 
aiming to put all of a set size range on one side of 
a sheet and any other size ranges on the reverse so that 
if you fall into the 6-20 bracket or 18-30+ you can still 
cut the pieces out if you'd like to. However this might 
not always be possible so be sure to check your pattern 
sheets before cutting into them. 


PREPARINGTHE PATTERN 

Before you begin, make sure your pattern is as flat as 
possible. A crinkled pattern will be difficult to trace. 
If need be you can iron your pattern on a low heat. 
Step one Outline your size using a highlighter. Mark 
pattern markings too (darts, grainlines, notches). 
Step two Lay your pattern on a flat work surface. 
Place the pattern paper on top and secure with 
pattern weights. Weights are much better than pins 
as they won't mark your paper or get in the way. 
Step three Alternatively you can place your pattern 


MACHINE NEEDLES 


paper underneath the pattern and use 

a tracing wheel to trace over your size. If you are 
doing this make sure to protect your work surface 
with a cutting mat. 


TRACING THE PATTERN 

Step one Mark the highlighted line with dots or 
dashes - straight lines can be marked with a dot at 
each end and connected later on with a ruler. 
Marking curves in this way will also help you to 
achieve a more accurate result than tracing directly 
from the pattern. 

Step two Connect your pencil markings and then trace 
over them with a fine liner. Make sure to include all 
pattern markings such as notches, darts, pivot points, 
gathering lines etc. 


FINISHING 

Step one Label your pattern pieces with the pattern 
name, piece name, cutting information and any 
grainlines or foldlines to finish. This is important as it 
will help you to see if a piece is missing. 

Step two This method will give you a copy of your 
pattern to use for your project. Once you have made 
any necessary adjustments to the pattern (bust, 
shoulder, stomach etc.) you could also trace a copy 
onto manilla card. Card patterns can be used time 
and time again and can be manoeuvred easily. 


There are many different needle types and they vary 
by the shape of the point, eye and shaft thickness. 
Choose the correct one for smooth stitching. 


UNIVERSAL 


A great multi-purpose needle 
which can be used for woven 
fabrics and has a slightly rounded 


point for stitching knit fabrics, too. 


BALL POINT 


This needle has a more rounded 
point than the universal needle so 
you won't get snags, ladders or 
holes. Perfect for knit fabrics. 


JEANS 


A strong needle, ideal for stitching 
several layers of fabric or tightly 
woven fabrics like denims. 


SHARPS 


With a sharp point, these are for 
sewing very fine and delicate 
fabrics and neat buttonholes. 


LEATHER 


This needle’s wedge-shaped 
cutting point is used to work 
strong seams on non-woven 


fabrics like leather, suede and vinyl. 


STRETCH 


Designed for sewing two-way 
stretch knits such as lycra and silk 
jersey. It prevents skipped stitches 
on fine knit fabrics. 


QUILTING 


This will pierce multiple layers 
whilst keeping straight stitches so 
it is ideal for patchwork and 
machine quilting. 


TOPSTITCH 


This has an extra-sharp point and 
eye, so thicker topstitching thread 
can be used. It’s perfect for straight 
stitching with thicker threads on 
any type of fabric. 


TWIN 


Used for parallel rows of stitching 
such as pintucks and hems. 


FINISHING SEAMS 


ONCE YOU HAVE FINISHED 
stitching your seam, it’s best to 
press it open on the wrong side 
so it lies flat. Sometimes it's 
better to press it to one side to 
reduce bulk but the pattern 
instructions will tell you this. 

Usually the seam allowances 
are left as they are as they help 
to strengthen the seam, but 
sometimes they cause too 
much bulk so they are trimmed 
to half their original width. 

If your fabric has a tendency 
to fray you should neaten the 
raw edges after you have 
worked the seam. There are 
several ways of doing this. To 
machine-finish them, set your 
sewing machine to the zigzag 
stitch then stitch close to the 
raw edge all the way along. The 
zigzag must be small enough to 
stop the fabric from fraying but 
large enough to enclose the 
bulk of the fabric. Practise a few 
lengths and widths before you 
begin. Alternatively, you can 
trim the raw fabric edges with 
a pair of pinking shears. If you 
have an overlocker then you 
can stitch, cut and finish the 
seams all in one process. 


FABRIC 


Lightweight 
fab 

Medium 

weight fabrics 
Medium 

weight fabrics 
Medium 

weight fabrics 


не 
ыж 


Heavy weight 
fabrics 


Upholstery 
fabrics/denim 


Heavy canvas 


US 
SIZE 
Em 
EIE! 
Ex ED 
oe 
EX 
ШЕ 
El 
El 


120 20 
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INCLUDES 


PER ISSUE 


THEALTHEA | 
BLOUSE 


| CAMILLE 
DRESS _ 


un 
ец 5 
Р, 
| EXCLUS) ТЕ E T 
a Sewing er. 
S -: L9 qum. 
pin m 
= 3 а) 
о = T | al 
np = — 
Sew our cover star The Camille Dress! Plus, our Sew our cover star The Lucia Dress — ultimate ruffle- Sew the 4-in-1 blouse, our 2nd Capsule Wardrobe 
Capsule Wardrobe Swimsuit and many quick makes! hem sundress, Plus, wrap skirt and Sewing Bee book. pattern The Milan Dress, a maxi dress and bumbag. 


зеуш 


sæ; A FRESH IDEAS WITE 


в 


(un @ ` PLUSI \ 
| wg а = == 
ЕМАВТНА HEATHER 
е? WRAP DRESS ci о _ 
* = 


ion © Self-draft trousers 


ISSUE 120 ISSUE 119 ISSUE 118 


Sew the 1st in our Capsule Collection — the Brittany Sew the feel-good Heather Top, Fuchsia skirt and Make the Chloé Dress, the Andis Top and The Easter 
Tee! Plus, the Martha Dress and TATB's Indigo Dress. Avery Jumpsuit — plus free Stitch Guide download. Bunny toy — plus, baby gifts pullout section. 


TWO WAYS 10 ORDER 


Visit: www.ourmediashop.com/sewing-back-issues 


or call 03330 162 149 


*UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). 


Outside of free call packages call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute. Lines are open Mon to Fri 9am-5pm. 


Never miss an issue again, turn to page 12 and subscribe today! 


+ 5 
AS 


кс, 


JUST 
£8.99 


The Simply Sewing pattern shop is open! 


Now you can get instant access to your favourite patterns from the Simply 
Sewing collection, alongside our latest releases. Each design comes with a 


graded PDF pattern, step-by-step instructions and size chart. 
Shop today at SimplySewingPatterns.etsy.com 


THE FARAH 
Cotton DRESS SET 


Swing 


Optional вет (у 


FUCHSIA 
EJ SKIRT 


THE SOLANA 
Catton ESS SET 


E Sewing 


| PDF 


Find the collection online now at 
SimplySewingPatterns.etsy.com or scan the QR code 


— MY FAVOURITE THNG — 


TID P. 
Д-р 


ж 
AR 


SEW MY STYLE 


| grew up in South Africa and was one of the first 
boys to take sewing and typing as subjects in 
an ultra conservative society. We had to make 
place mats on old Singers and | remember being 
relaxed and hyper focussed while pinning, 
stitching and pressing them. This was probably 
the root of my obsession with straight lines 

and crisply-pressed seams! After school | had 
decided that | loved maps and launched my 
career at the largest mapping company in South 
Africa. | started as a typesetter and finally, years 
later, became a Senior GIS specialist, replacing 
the sewing machine with a computer and 

the needle with a mouse. I've now been a GIS 
Specialist for over 20 years. 

As the pandemic hit, my then-partner bought 

an upholstery company that had hundreds of 
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meters of unused fabric that | needed to find 
a use for, | hated the fact that it was going to 
end up т a landfill. | bought a sewing machine, 
taught myself to sew again using online 
instruction and started making tote bags which 
| sold in a few boutique shops in Johannesburg. 
When | moved to England a few years back 
the sewing bug had really hit me and | started 
playing around with making my own clothes. 
My favourite item has to be my Inverness Cape, it 
was by far the most challenging and impressive 
garment I’ve made – and a conversation starter! 
I'm starting to really find my own style which is 
a great feeling, becoming myself, | think ГА call 
my style Street Chic! 


LI ) meme ча 
Ul Д | | ща 
= n! 

FOR YUU! 
GENDER NEUTRAL DUNGAREES, 
RUFFLE BLOUSE, CROSSBODY BAG 


~ 
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* CONTENTS AND GIFTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND MAY VARY ACCORDING TO TERRITORY. 
SOME GIFTS NOT AVAILABLE WITH DIGITAL EDITIONS. 


Air, Flow, G 


AirThread 2000D 
PROFESSIONAL 


% 
- 


AirThread 20000 


The JANOME AirThread 2000D 
PROFESSIONAL unites ease-of-use 
with the specialised functionality 

of an advanced overlocker. It’s our 
easiest to thread overlocker ever! 


Ask tor u demonstration ! 
For further information: J ANOME 
Telephone 0161 666 6011 


or visit www.janome.co.uk janome.co.uk 


THE SALI 
DRESS 


THE SALI DRESS 


Sew this loose-fitting smock-style dress with elasticated 
puff sleeves, frilled hem and two length options 


PACK INCLUDES FINISHED LENGTH 

В Pattern sheet x 2 (Tracing required) В Dress A: Approximately 117cm 

E Instruction sheet В Dress В: Approximately 107cm 

YOU WILL NEED FABRIC SUGGESTIONS 

Fabric: El Lightweight drapey fabrics such as 

В Dress A: sizes 6-20 - 2.8mx140cm, Tencel, viscose, fine soft cottons and silk. 


sizes 22-30 - 3mx140cm 

В Dress В: sizes 6-20 - 2.4mx140cm, 
sizes 22-30 - 2.9mx140cm 

E Lightweight iron-on interfacing: 
30x90cm 

El Zip: 56cm 

El Narrow elastic: 1m 

El Matching thread 

Т Basic sewing kit 


NOTES 


8 Seam allowance is 1.5cm. 


Т Please note that this dress can only be etsy com 
made from 140cm wide fabric due to 
the width of the frill. 


BODY MEASUREMENTS 


UK| 6 8 | 10 | 12 | 14 | 16 | 18 | 20 | 22 | 24 | 26 | 28 | 30 
SIZE us| 2 4 6 8 | 10 | 12 | 14 | 16 | 18 | 20 | 22 | 24 | 26 
EUR| зо | 32 | 34 | 36 | зг | до | 42 | 44 | 46 | 48 | 50 | 52 | 54 


ст | 75 | 79 | 83 | 87 | 92 | 97 | 102 | 107 | 112 | 117 | 122 | 127 | 132 


in | 30 | 31 | 33 | 34 | 36 | 38 | 40 | 42 | 44 | 46 | 48 | 50 | 52 


cm | 58 | 61 | 64 | 67 | 71 | 76 | 81 | 87 | 93 | 99 | 105 | 111 | 117 


in | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 28 | 30 | 32 | 34 | 37 | 39 | 41 | 44 | 46 


cm| 80 | 84 | 88 | 92 | 97 | 102 | 107 | 112 | 117 | 122 | 127 | 132 | 137 


in | 31 | 33 | 35 | 36 | 38 | 40 | 42 | 44 | 46 | 48 | 50 | 52 | 54 


~ 3" 
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Sewing 
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CUTTING LAYOUT 
DRESS A MAIN FABRIC (ALL SIZES) DRESS В MAIN FABRIC (ALL SIZES) 
140CM WIDE 140CM WIDE 


SELVEDGE 


SELVEDGE 


KEY - CUTTING LAYOUT 


= 


Place pattern pieces printed side up 


2 Place pattern pieces printed side down | 


------------ 
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FABRIC KEY - STEPS 


Right side) [Wrongside| 2. interfacing 
ШІН ШЕ) 


RS/WS: Right side/wrong side of the fabric. The right side usually has the print, 
design, or texture, and the wrong side is usually plain or duller in appearance. 


Finish the seams: Finish the raw edges with a zigzag stitch or an overlocker. 
Machine tack: Use a long stitch length to hold a section in place. Don't 
backstitch at the start and end. 

Press: Pressing fabric is placing the iron down, holding it for a few seconds, lifting 
it and placing it down again. lroning is the movement of sliding the iron back and 
forth to remove creases. 

Staystitch: Stitching in areas prone to stretching such as necklines to hold the 
fabric in shape while it is being worked on. 

Topstitch: Stitching usually from the right side of the garment to hold seam 
allowances in place, or can be used for decorative purposes. 

Toile: A test garment, often made from calico or muslin, to check the fit or test a 
pattern before the real fabric is used. Known as a muslin in the US. 


STITCHING NOTES 
Seam allowance is 1.5cm, unless otherwise stated. 


ШІП) 


Step one From the main fabric cut: 
Dress Back (1): one pair 
Dress Front (2): one on fold 


Back Neck Facing (3): one pair 
Front Neck Facing (4): one on fold m 
Frill (5): two on fold Er X 
Sleeve (6): one pair 

Step two From the interfacing cut: 
Back Neck Facing (3): one pair 
Front Neck Facing (4): one on fold 


MAKING THE DRESS 


ASSEMBLING THE BODICE 
Step one Pin and stitch the darts in the Dress Back pieces. Press them towards 


the centre back. Matching the notches, pin and stitch the Dress Backs together 
at the centre back seam below the circle with a normal stitch length. [от] 

Step two Baste the centre back seam above the circle with а long stitch length. Finish 
the seam allowances separately and press them open. 

Step three Insert the zip in the centre back seam by basting it in place first, and 
then topstitching from the right side (RS). Remove the basting stitches. Ф 

Step four Pin and stitch the bust darts іп the Dress Front апа press them 
downwards. Matching the notches, pin and stitch the Dress Back to the Dress 
Front at the side and shoulder seams. Finish the seam allowances and press 
them open. ® 

Step five Press the interfacing to the wrong side (WS) of the corresponding 
Front/Back Neck Facing pieces. 

Step six With RS together, pin and stitch the Front Neck Facing to the Back Neck 
Facing at the shoulder seams. Trim the seam allowances to 1cm and press them 
open. Finish the lower edge of the facing pieces. © 

Step seven Matching the notches and shoulder seams, pin and stitch the 
assembled facing piece to the neck edge of the dress bodice. Trim the seam 
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allowances and clip around the curves. © Step three Draw up the gathers to fit the lower edge of the dress and arrange 
Step eight Press the seam allowances towards the facing. From the RS, them evenly. 

understitch close to the seam on the facing piece, stitching through the facing Step four Matching the side seams, pin and stitch the Dress Frill to the lower 
and seam allowances only. Ф edge of the dress. Finish the seam allowances together. ® 


Step nine Press the facing onto the WS and slipstitch to the shoulder seams. 
Step ten Turn under the seam allowances of the facing at the centre back and 
slipstitch to the zip tape. [07] 


INSERTING THE SLEEVES 

Step one Insert two rows of long gathering stitches around the sleevehead 
between the circles. 

Step two Matching the notches, pin and stitch the Sleeve side seam. Neaten 
the seam allowances and press them open. Press under 5mm then 1.5cm 
around lower edge of the Sleeves and stitch to form a casing, leaving a gap for 
threading the elastic. Ф 

Step three Thread the elastic through the casing. Adjust to fit comfortably, 
then overlap the ends and stitch securely. Sew up the gap in the casing. Ф 
Step four To insert the Sleeves, turn the dress WS out and the Sleeves RS out. 
Matching the notches and side seams and with the sleeve circle at the shoulder 
seam, pin the Sleeves into the armholes. Draw up the gathering stitches to fit 
the armhole. Stitch seam. © 

Step five Trim the seam allowances to 1cm and finish them together. 


ADDING THE FRILL 

Step one Pin and stitch the Dress Frill sections RS together at side seams. Finish 
seam allowances and press them open. 

Step two Stitch two rows of long gathering stitches around the top edge of the 
frill. Press under 1cm then 3cm around the lower edge of the frill and topstitch 


in place. ® 
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DIAGRAMS 


FRONT 


DRESS A 


DRESS B 
BACK FRONT BACK 
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HOW TO PRINT THIS PATTERN 


Print out the following pages on A4 paper at 100%. 
Overlap the red lines and tape the sheets in place using the guide below. 
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Pattern sheets are printed double sided — paa to trace your р 


pieces onto pattern paper rather than cutting о 


directly from this 


Find our guide to pattern tracing at gathered.how/tracing-patterns. 


Scan the QR code to head to that page. 
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THE SALI DRESS 


All versions 

Dress Front 

PARTB (Join to PART A before cutting out fabric) 
Cut one on fold 
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ІНЕ AURORA 


Sew this cool cover up — make as an elasticated-waist 
dress or as a top with shorter sleeve option and fringing 


PACK INCLUDES FABRIC SUGGESTIONS 
В Pattern sheet x 2 (Tracing required) E Lightweight drapey woven fabrics 
E Instruction sheet such as chiffon, georgette, voile, 


cheesecloth, double gauze or viscose. 
YOU WILL NEED 
В Version A All sizes: 3.5mx145cm fabric 
В Version В All sizes: 2.5mx145cm fabric 
E 3m fringing trim (Version B) 
В 1.5cm wide elastic - 5cm longer that 

waist measurement (Version A) 

™ Matching thread 
™ Basic sewing kit 


NOTES 

8 Seam allowances are 1.5cm, unless 
otherwise stated. 

E Hems are 3cm. 

™ Sleeve hems are 1.5cm. 


BODY MEASUREMENTS 


UK| 6 8 | 10 | 12 | 14 | 16 | 18 | 20 | 22 | 24 | 26 | 28 | 30 
SIZE us| 2 4 6 8 | 10 | 12 | 14 | 16 | 18 | 20 | 22 | 24 | 26 
EUR| 30 | 32 | 34 | 36 | 38 | 40 | 42 | 44 | 46 | 48 | 50 | 52 | 54 


cm| 81 | 85 | 89 | 93 | 98 | 103 | 108 | 113 | 118 | 123 | 128 | 133 | 138 


in | 32 | 33 | 35 | 37 | 39 | 41 | 43 | 44 | 46 | 48 | 50 | 52 | 54 


ст | 66 | 69 | 72 | 75 | 79 | 84 | 89 | 95 | 101 | 107 | 113 | 119 | 125 


in | 26 | 27 | 28 | 30 | 31 | 33 | 35 | 37 | 40 | 42 | 44 | 47 | 49 


ст | 90 | 94 | 98 | 102 | 107 | 112 | 117 | 122 | 127 | 132 | 137 | 142 | 147 


in | 35 | 37 | 39 | 40 | 42 | 44 | 46 | 48 | 50 | 52 | 54 | 56 | 58 
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CUTTING LAYOUTS 


Version A (ALL SIZES) Version B (ALL SIZES) 
145СМ WIDE 145CM WIDE 


SELVEDGE 


SELVEDGE 


вс за 
KEY - CUTTING LAYOUT 


Fabric 


Place pattern pieces printed 
side up 
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FABRIG KEY - STEPĂ 


Wrong side of fabric 


STITCHING TERM 


RS/WS: Right side/wrong side of the fabric. The right side usually has the print, 
design or texture and the wrong side is usually plain or duller in appearance. 
Machine tack: Use a long stitch length to hold a section in place. Don’t 
backstitch at the start and end. 

Finish the seams: Finish the raw edges with a zigzag stitch or an overlocker. 

Press: Pressing fabric is placing the iron down, holding it for a few seconds, lifting it 
and placing it down again. Ironing is sliding the iron back and forth. 

Understitch: Stitch close to the seam line usually on the side that will be on the 
inside of the garment such as the facing. This will hold the seam allowance in 
place when the garment is worn. 

Staystitch: Stitching in areas prone to stretching, such as necklines, to hold the 
fabric in shape while it is being worked on. 

Topstitch: Stitching usually from the right side of the garment to hold seam 


| Right side of fabric 


allowances in place or can be used for decorative purposes. 
Toile: A test garment, often made from calico or muslin, to check the fit or test 
a pattern before the real fabric is used. Known as a muslin in the US. 


Ша 


Seam allowances аге 1.5cm, unless otherwise stated. 
Hems are 3cm. 
Sleeve hems are 1.5cm. 


CUTTING QUI 


Step one From main fabric, cut 

Front (1): one on fold 

Back (2): one on fold 

Front Facing (3): one on fold 

Back Facing (4): one on fold 

Short Sleeve (Version 2) (5): two on fold 
Waist Casing (Version 1) (6): two on fold 
Long Sleeve (Version 1) (7): two on fold 


HOW 10 MAKE THE COVER UP 


ADDING THE FACINGS 

Step one Pin and stitch Front Facing to Back Facing right sides (RS) together at 
the shoulder seams. Trim the seam allowances and press them open. Finish the 
outer edge of the facing. @ 

Step two Matching the notches, pin the Front and Back RS together at the 
shoulder seams. Stitch in place then finish the seam allowances separately and 
press them open. Y 

Step three Matching the notches and shoulder seams, pin the facing to the 
outer, RS together at the neck edge. Stitch in place, then trim the seam 
allowances and snip around the neckline as shown, stopping a couple of mm 
short of the seam. ® 

Step four Press the seam allowance towards the facing, then working from the 
RS, understich the facing close to the seam, through the facing and seam 
allowances only. e 

Step five Press the facing on to the wrong side (WS) and slipstitch the facing to 
the seam allowances at the shoulders to anchor it in place. [05] 
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DIAGRAMS 
ADDING THE SLEEVES 

Step one Matching the Sleeve notches to the shoulder seams, pin and stitch 
the Sleeves to the side edges of the cover up. Finish the seam allowances 
together and press them towards the Sleeve. Ф 

Step two Matching notches, pin and Stitch Front to Back RS together at the side 
and underarm seams. Finish the seam allowances and press them open. @ 
Step three Finish the lower edge of the Sleeves. Press under a 1.5cm wide hem 
and topstitch in place. ® 
Step four For version B, pin and stitch the trim to the RS of the sleeve hem, 
joining the ends of the trim at the side seams. © 


VERSION А 
ВАСК 


ADDING WAIST CASING (VERSION A ONLY) 
Step one Pin and stitch Waist Casings RS together at one side seam, using 
a 1cm seam allowance. Press seam open. 


Step two Press under 1cm on all edges of Waist Casing to the WS. 

Step three Pin Waist Casing to WS of the cover up, as marked on the pattern. 
Stitch close to the top and bottom edges, leaving a 5cm opening at one side VERSIONE 
seam to insert the elastic. © 

Step four Using a safety pin or bodkin, insert the elastic through the Waist 
Casing. Adjust to fit your waist, then overlap the ends of the elastic and use 
a zigzag stitch to secure them. Ф 


Step five Sew up the opening in the casing. 


FINISHING OFF 

Step one Finish the hem and press under by 3cm and topstitch in place. Ф 
Step two For version В, ріп and stitch the trim to the RS of the hem, joining the | 
ends of the trim at one side seam. 
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HOW TO PRINT THIS PATTERN 


Print out the following pages on A4 paper at 100%. 
Overlap the red lines and tape the sheets in place using the guide below. 
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WARDROBE 


SICILY BAG 


Sew this stunning sturdy tote bag with handy pocket 
design — perfect to take your essentials to the beach 


PACK INCLUDES 
B Pattern sheet x 1 
Е Instruction sheet 


YOU WILL NEED 

Е Fabric A: 1m medium weight cotton 
canvas fabric 

Е Fabric В: 20x40cm medium weight 
cotton canvas fabric 

Е Medium weight interfacing: 50cm 
xim 

E 30mm wide cotton webbing: 3m 

Е Matching thread 

Е Basic sewing kit 


NOTES 

В This bag uses the same fabric for the 
lining and the outer, however, you 
could make yours with a contrast 
cotton lining. 

E If you are using a very stiff canvas, or 
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for a less structured bag, you can omit 
the interfacing. 

Е The seam allowance is 1cm, unless 
otherwise instructed. 


RECOMMENDED FABRIC 

Е Main fabric: Medium to heavy weight 
fabrics such as canvas, corduroy, 
waxed cotton 
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O Printed in the UK for Simply Sewing. Design by Anna Alicia. 


Supplied by Our Media Ltd, Bristol, BS1 4ST. For individual, private use only and not for 
commercial or manufacturing purposes. Not for resale. 
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У ПОЛО TERMS 


RS/WS: Right side/wrong side of the fabric. The right side usually has the print, 
design or texture and the wrong side is usually plain or duller in appearance. 
Machine tack: Use a long stitch length to hold a section in place. Don't 
backstitch at the start and end. 

Finish the seams: Finish the raw edges with a zigzag stitch or an overlocker. 
Press: Pressing fabric is placing the iron down holding it for a few seconds, 
lifting it and placing it down again. Ironing is the movement of sliding the iron 
back and forth to remove creases. 

Understitch: Stitch close to the seam line usually on the side that will be on the 
inside of the garment such as the facing. This will hold the seam allowance in 
place when the garment is worn. 

Topstitch: Stitching, usually from the right side of the garment, to hold seam 
allowances in place or can be used for decorative purposes. 

For more sewing terms visit gathered.how/sewing-glossary. You'll also find 
sewing guides and free projects there. 


NOTES 


This bag uses the same fabric for the lining and the outer, however, you could 
make yours with a contrast lining. 

Ifyou are using a very stiff canvas, or would prefer to make a less structured 
bag, you can omit the interfacing. 

The seam allowance is 1cm, unless otherwise instructed. 


CUTTING QUI 


Step one From Fabric A, cut: 

Main Bag (A): four on fold (if you want to use a contrast lining, cut two of the 
outer fabric and two of the lining fabric). 

Step two From Fabric B, cut: 

Pocket (B): one 

Step three: From interfacing, cut: 

Main Bag (A): two on fold 


PREPARE THE MAIN BAG PANELS 

Step one Lay out two of the Main Bag pieces in Fabric A lay the interfacing 
place on top of the wrong side (WS) of each, glue side down. Use a pressing 
cloth to fuse the interfacing in place (following the instructions for your 
particular interfacing). 2 

Step two Lay out the four Main Bag pieces in landscape position and cut 

а 2.5cm square from both bottom corners of each panel. [02] 


CREATE THE POCKET 

Step one On the Pocket piece turn and press both narrow edges in by 1cm. Ф 
Step two Fold the Pocket in half WS together, so that the folded-in edges meet 
(folded sides in). Pin that edge together and sew approximately 3mm in from 
the edge. Press in place. [оа] 


CREATE THE BAG FRONT 

Step one Lay out one of the un-interfaced Main Bag pieces right side (RS), with 
the cut out corners at the bottom. Measure and mark 11cm down from the top 
edge, 14cm up from the bottom edge, 16cm in from the left-hand edge and 
16cm in from the right-hand edge. 

Step two Place the Pocket piece so that it lines up inside the marks you made, 
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with the stitched edge at the top. Pin in place, then sew along the bottom edge 


of the pocket, approximately 3mm in from the edge. 

Step three Measure and mark a line 14.5cm in from the left-hand side of the 
bag. Repeat on the right-hand side. 

Step four Cut two 136cm lengths of the webbing. Set one aside. 

Step five Line up the end of the webbing with the base of the bag, just inside 
the 14.5cm line you marked. Run the webbing along that line (so the outer 
edge of the webbing is along the line), pinning in place as you go. 

Step six Take the other end of the same strip and line it up with the bottom of 
the panel inside the other line you marked, 14.5cm in from the opposite edge. 
Before you start pinning, check that the webbing isn’t twisted at any point. Pin 
in place. The webbing should cover the sides of the pocket panel. 

Step seven Sew along one edge of the webbing 2mm in, from the bottom of 
the panel until 2cm from the top edge of the panel. When you reach that point, 
turn the panel so that you are sewing across the webbing. Sew until you are 
2mm from the other edge of the webbing, then turn the panel again so that 
you are sewing along the other edge of the webbing, sew until you reach the 
bottom of the panel. 

Step eight Repeat this on the other section of webbing pinned to the panel. 


CREATE THE BAG BACK 

Step one Lay out the second un-interfaced Main Bag piece, with the cut-out 
corners at the bottom. 

Step two Measure and marka line 14.5cm in from the left-hand side of the bag. 
Repeat on the right-hand side. 

Step three Stitch the webbing to the Main Bag back piece, as per the 
instructions for the bag front. 


JOIN THE PANELS 
Step one Lay out the front and back panel RS together. Pin along the side and 
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bottom edges, then sew along those edges, leaving the cut-out squares at the 
corners unsewn. 
Step two Repeat with the two interfaced pieces that will form the lining. 


BOX THE CORNERS 

Step one At one of the bottom corners of the outer piece, line up the side seam 
over the bottom seam and flatten out. This should turn the little cut-out square 
into a straight line. Sew across that corner 1cm in from that line. 

Step two Repeat this step for the other corner of the outer and for both corners 
of the lining. 


ADDTHE LINING 

Step one Turn the outer RS out but leave the lining as it is. Tuck the lining down 
into the outer, lining up the side seams. 

Step two Fold the top edge of the lining out by 1cm and the top edge of the 
outer in by Icm. Match side seams and pin them together all the way around 
the top of the bag. 

Step three Fold the straps back, pinning them out of the way. Sew all the way 
around the top edge, where you pinned, roughly 2mm in. 

Step four Unpin and fold the bag's handles back up and it’s all ready to use. 
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© Printed in the UK for Simply Sewing. Design by Anna Alicia. Supplied by Our Media Ltd, 
Bristol BS1 4ST. For individual, private home use only. Not for commercial/manufacturing 
purposes or resale. 


HOW ТО PRINT THIS PATTERN 


Print out the following pages on A4 paper at 100%. 
Overlap the red lines and tape the sheets in place using the guide below. 
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© Printed in the UK for Simply Sewing magazine. Design by Anna Alicia. 
Supplied by Our Media Limited, Eagle House, Colston Avenue, Bristol BS1 4ST. 
To be used for individual, private home use only and not for commercial or 
manufacturing purposes. Not for resale. 


SIDE 10F 2 


Pattern sheets are printed double sided – you'll need to trace your pattern 
pieces onto pattern paper rather than cutting out directly from this sheet. 
Find our guide to pattern tracing at gathered.how/tracing-patterns. 


Scan the QR code to head to that page. Хоя 
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